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SIMMONS versus SHEATHER. 


This case, which has been very fully reported, is 
one of the greatest interest to the veterinary pro- 
fession, and Mr. Sheather deserves credit for defend- 
ing it. Many of us are afraid of “law,” and some 
too poor to indulge in the luxury. This case called 
forth a good deal of useful evidence which may 
guide others in their procedure ; but it also elicited 
a masterly summing up by the Lord Chief Justice, 
which establishes our position in regard to examina- 
tions of horses and our liability thereon, 

The action turned upon this point—whether the 
horse had spavined or coarse hocks, and it was 
agreed all-round that if the hocks were proved to be 
spavined a veterinary surgeon should mention such 
a defect in his certificate. The jury decided that the 
horse did not’ suffer from spavined hocks, and the 
defence allowed that the hocks were coarse. Be- 


tween these two conditions it was said, on one’side, 
that very little difference existed: on the other, that 
there was a distinction, viz., that “coarse” hocks 
Were only enlarged ridges on the bones, whereas 
Spavin was a disease affecting the joint surfaces of 
the bones, and that when the spaces or grooves 
between the bones could be felt there was no 
spavin. As to this point four veterinary surgeons on 
one side and four on the other were not agreed. 
pg Judge made no reflection upon the evidence, he 
did not suggest that one side or the other were 
1A in judgment. He recognised that it was 
uite a legitimate difference of opinion and that the 
determination of the question depended upon the 
Opinion of the examiner. 
wasn Chief Justice, in addressing the Jury, 
Wig heciehaneed acting as an expert for another— 
tile ent = 7 ing to bear on the subject a reason- 
‘rth a : a bmi“ of experience and know- 
neglisence ‘i “oh ound to act carefully and without 
bes sia rie wenn of duty. He is not bound to 
e is hana te enact can always be right, but 
competent a his duty with proper and 
me ret paperse meee Haenity ah with poo 
by the fact that ae " 0 the jury, and is borne out 
hind leg, although } lorse Was never lame on either 
hunter for eacien : a worked as a hack and 
tion, and ovaaniimaeas ms after the day of examina- 
polo and used a.” 0 the evidence was played in 
as a hack and hunter before the 
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It is well to be right and to receive the approval 
of a judge and jury, but it is still better not to be de- 
fendant at all. In the face of this case solicitors 
will be very chary in advising clients to take action 
against veterinary advisers. The plaintiff claimed 
that Mr. Sheather ought to have mentioned the 
“coarse” hocks, but the Judge’s comment 
was— What good would that have done? He 
knew nothing about ‘coarse’ hocks, and could 
only have asked what they were, and the reply 
would have been, extra development of the 
cunieform ridges.” To win an action requires 
that we should not be negligent or unskilful. To 
avoid actions altogether is impossible with some 
clients, but it seems to us that the safest plan is to 
mention in the certificate every trivial departure 
from the usual whether it is an unsoundness or not. 

The method of mentioning a thing and then 
giving a qualified opinion about it is the way of 
safety. 


Sir J. M’ FapyeEaNn—CommMITTEE. 


On November 30th, 1905, a meeting was held at 
10 Red Lion Square, of gentlemen interested in the 
Knighthood of Sir John M’Fadyean. There were 
present Messrs. Duck—in the chair—Macqueen, 
Gray, Hobday, Shave, Sheather, T. Dollar, Mulvey, 
Urquhart, M’Call, Stockman, Villar, Butters, 
McCormack, Penberthy, Mason, Wragg, J. Simp- 
son, Barrett, Stroud, H. Simpson, E. Batt, and W. 
Hunting. 

It was proposed, seconded, and carried unani- 
mously that “This meeting constitute itself a com- 
mittee (with power to add to its number) for the 
organisation of a dinner to Sir John M’Fadyean.” 

It was also carried that—“ the dinner be given 
by friends of Sir John, whether veterinary or 
otherwise.” 

To suit the convenience of Members of Council of 
the R.C.V.S. it was decided to hold the dinner on 
January 4th, 1906, at the Trocadero, at 7 p.m. 

An Executive Committee to complete 
arrangements was appointed as follows :— Messrs. 
Duck, J. Simpson, F. Wragg, ©. Sheather, W. 
Hunting, Jas. Macqueen, and Jno. Penberthy. 

It was proposed by Mr. Sheather, and seconded 
by Mr. Mason, that “ this committee also initiate ¢ 
movement for the presentation of a testimonial to 
Sir John M’Fadyean, and invite co-operatior .” The 
following sub-committee were appointed to take 
action—Messrs. Wragg, Simpson, Sheather, Mason, 
Dollar, Macqueen, Duck, Abson, Villar, Thomson, 
Trigger, Shipley, Stockman, Dewar and Mettam, 
with power to add to the number. 


the 
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ADDITIONAL NOTE ON THE OCCURRENCE OF 
SPIRILLA IN EQUINE ‘‘ CANKER” AND 
‘*GREASE.”’ 


By Water Jowett, F.R.C.V.S., Liverpool. 


In the microscopical examination of smears from 
the diseased tissue in these cases, three forms of 
spiral organisms may be distinguished :— 

1. The Spirochzte described in The Veterinary 
Reeord, December 2nd, 1905. 

2. A Spirochete differing from the above in its 
reaction to Giemsa’s stain—appearing as faint blue 
thin lines and spirals. 

3. A much thicker “ stumpy ” Spirillum, this 
organism when stained with Giemsa and Romanow- 
sky stains shows a blue body, and in some of the 





Fie. 1. Showing thick Spirilla stained with gentian 
violet. AlsoTa;few thin Spirochete. 
Drawing, 1-16th3{Leitz.O.1. obj. Slightly enlarged. 


Fic. 3. Showing thick Spiriila with fla ’ 
stain. Composite jield. p gella. Loffler’s 


Drawing, Leitz 1-16th O.I. Obj. Slightly enlarged. 








microbes darker circular areas (usually three or 
four) can be distinguished. (Fig. 2.) 

It is considerably thicker than the other forms 
generally only two or three spirals are seen al 
though elongated forms occur having a greate 
number, and in other straight forms the spirals are 


apparently almost effaced in the process of drying.§ 


In contrast to the other two forms this organism 
stains well with Methylene blue (one per cent. 
aqueous solution) and Carbol fuchsin and is not 
entirely decolourised by the Gram method of stain- 
ing. By means of Loffler’s stain, terminal flagella 
can be demonstrated. (Fig. 3). 

Correction.—In my previous article, page 376, the 
paragraph referring to the demonstration of flagella 
by means of Loffler’s stain should refer only to the 
thick spirilla described in the present note and not 
to the thin Spirochete. 





Fic. 2. Showing thick Spirilla. Giemsa and Roman- 
owsky’s stains. Also a few thin Spirocheete. Composile 


| field. Drawing, 1-16th O.1. obj. Slightly enlarged. 


. : ’ sile 
Fic. 4. Thick Spirilla. Loffler’s stain. Compe 4 


ficld. Drawing, Leitz 1-16th O.1. obj. Slightly enlarv® 








905 





iree or 


forms 
en al. 
zreate! 
uls are 


lrying.§ 


anism 

cent. 
is not 
stain- 
agella 


16, the 
agella 
to the 
1d not 


an- 
site 
ed. 





December 9, 1905 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


397 





ON THE USE OF BETA-EUCAINE AND 
ADRENALIN AS A LOCAL ANASTHETIC. 


By E. Wauuis Hoare, F.R.C.V.S. 


A typical local anzesthetic should fulfil the follow- 
ing conditions : 

(a) It should be non-toxic in ordinary amounts. 

(b) It should prove effectual in rendering the 


part into which it is injected perfectly anesthetic. 


(c) It should not exert any injurious eftect on the 
tissues so as to interfere with healing. 

The above conditions are fulfilled by the combina- 
tion of B. Eucaine and Adrenalin Chloride; and in 
addition we have the important effect which the 
latter agent exerts in the tissues, viz., by causing 
contraction of the capillaries it lessens the supply of 
blood in the part and renders superficial structures 
practically bloodless. The explanation of how a 
dilute solution of Eucaine acts efficiently when 
combined with Adrenalin, is that the latter localises 
the anesthetic and prevents its immediate absorp- 
tion into the blood. 

The solution of these agents that I have employed 
for some time consists of gr. 1-6th of B. Eucaine 
Hydrochloride in each 16°9 minims (practically 1 
percent.) of water, combined with 1/2000th of a grain 
of Adrenalin chloride ; this solution I have obtained 
from Messrs. Parke, Davis and Co., London. It is 
known as “ Eudrenine.” Diluted with four volumes 
of normal salt solution, it forms the solution em- 
ployed so successfully by Dr. A. Barker(vide Lancet, 
July 25th, 1903) as a local anesthetic. 

Up to the present I have used the concentrated 
solution in canine practice and in the case of re- 
moval of tumours I inject about 15 to 20 minims 
around the base of the growths, at different points, 
the number depending on the size. I then wait ten 
minutes before proceeding to operate, and find that 
not only is local anesthesia complete but capillary 
hemorrhage is absent. Of course no effect is pro- 
duced in larger vessels, but their presence is more 
readily observed and often they can be ligatured be- 
fore cutting them through. 

In order to test the safety of the solution I inject- 
ed up to half an ounce in the case of a tumour in 
an aged dog, but no toxic effect whatever was 
observed. 

My experience with this agent in the horse has 
een more limited, but it is sufficient to enable me 
to state that its local anesthetic effects are just as 
pronounced as in the dog. Recently in a nervous 
Well bred mare suffering from a large very deep- 
Seated “collar” tumour, I injected up to three 
rachms of the solution in amounts of 30 minims 
into different parts of the growth, and in ten 
minutes was able to open up the pus cavity; no 
og Whatever was felt and no restraint employed ; 

'e deep as well as the superficial parts were thor- 
oughly anesthetic. 
ee “eased phenomenon, which deserves mention, 
gl © appearance of profuse local sweating over 

“gion of the tumour and for a short distance 


around it, after the injection. 


ould quite sure thata far less amount of the agent 
Suffice, and latterly I have been gradually 


am 





lessening the quantity injected I have not yet tried 
the diluted solution, probably it may prove satis- 
factory. 

One point is of importance, viz., that the solu- 
tion keeps well, even after the bottle containing it 
has been opened once or twice. 

The advantages of local anesthesia are many, 
especially in the case of aged dogs, many of whom 
suffer from incipient forms of cardiac disease. 

Despite all that has been said to the contrary, I 
cannot believe that so depressing an agent as chloro- 
form is safe in such instances. One fatality may 
“clip the wing’s of reputation ” at a time when such 
an occurrence is likely todo most harm. Hence 
I would say to all junior practitioners never use 
chloroform in the case of aged fat dogs when you 
can adopt local anesthesia with safety and 
facility. 

If from the nature of the case local anesthesia 
cannot be carried out, then use ether, or adopt the 
latest suggestion in the prevention of surgical shock, 
viz., use a local as wellas a general anesthetic, 
the former preventing to a large extent the afferent 
impulses from reaching the vaso-motor centres and 
thus obviating the condition on which shock de- 
pends, viz., exhaustion of the vaso-motor centres 
and the resulting great fall in blood pressure. It 
is now well known that in cases of fatalities from 
chloroform the condition of surgical shock plays a 
very important part. 








CASE OF ALOPECIA IN THE DOG. 


Early in 1903 I was asked to see a white Pomer- 
anian dog, about six years old. The owner’s com- 
plaint was that the animal had been gradually los- 
ing hair for a considerable time past. 

I found the dog rather thin and anemic, but quite 
brisk and lively. The head, with the muscular por- 
tion of the neck and limbs, retained a fairly normal, 
though by no means luxurient, growth of hair. But 
the throat, chest, and the greater part of the trunk 
were almost completely bald, the only exception 
being a streak of scanty hair along the top of the 
back, and around the root of the tail. The bare 
skin was rough and very scurfy, especially on the 
sides of the thorax, but there was not, and had never 
been, any pruritis. 

I was told that this condition had existed, gradu- 
ally becoming worse, for several years, though, as 
usual in such cases, no exact time could be fixed. 
The affection had evidently commenced very insidi- 
ously, and there was no previous history of acute 
skin disease or, indeed, of illness of any sort. 

I was also carefully informed that no meat bad 
ever been given, but the dog had lived entirely upon 
farinaceous food, his chief article of diet being a 
small fancy biscuit, such as is often presented at 
afternoon tea, but which did not impress me as 
likely to be of high nutritive value. 

I put the animal on a diet of which meat formed 
a principal constituent, had the skin well brushed 
daily, and, at first, frequently washed to get rid of 
the scurf. I applied nothing externally, but gave 
internally — 
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K Pil. Blaudii grs.v. Acid Arsenins gr. 1/100. 
ft. pilul. Sig. One twice daily after food. 

I continued this for about eight weeks, giving it 
for ten days at a time, with intervals of two or 
three days between each period of administration. 
Throughout the treatment I never increased the dose. 

The skin in a few days began to distinctly im- 
prove in appearance, as did also the general condi- 
tion. Within a month a regular growth of hair 
was commencing all over the body, the skin now 
being smooth and healthy looking; and, when I 
discontinued the pills, the animal had quite a respec- 
table coat. The system of feeding I had insti- 
tuted has ever since been adhered to, and the hair 
has always grown well. 

I consider that the alteration of diet had much 
more to do with the result than the drugs used; 
and record the case not as an example of the action 
of arsenic, but as an illustration of the necessity of 
rational feeding. Canis. 





CONTAGIOUS MAMMITIS. 


On October 11th I received a message to attend 
a farm where several cows were bad. I found nine 
cows with bad udders out of a dairy of nineteen. 
I gathered from the owner that a newly calved cow 
was bought and was noticed to have a very sore 
teat. The inflammation spread to the udder, and 
suppuration followed. Ina month’s time a second 
cow started : a blister formed on the teat, this rup- 
tured, inflamed the teat which spread to the quar- 
ter. Ina few days a third cow was affected, and 
during the next week nine cows were diseased. 

In all cases a blister formed on the teat, which 
ruptured in avery short time, causing inflammation 
which seemed to spread up the duct of the teat to 
the udder. A cow would give her milk freely at 
night and by the next morning a blister had formed, 
ruptured, and the udder inflamed, and the cow only 
milked (which was bad) after having her legs 
strapped and barnacles on the nose. 

I came to the conclusion I had a contagious 
eruptive fever to deal with, and that the disease was 
being spread by the hands of the milkers. 

Treatment consisted of rigid isolation, the milkers 
of the healthy cows having nothing to do with the 
diseased ones. Salines internally: had the teats 
washed with a solution of Terpinol Fluid (Willows 
& Co.), and dressed with Chinosol ointment. No 
more cows became affected. 

I wrote Prof. M’Fadyean on the subject and sent 
him samples of the milk, and he replied that he 
found the milk contained large numbers of micro- 
cocci which he suspected to be the cause of the 
trouble : he agreed the disease was spread by the 
hands of the milkers, and he was of opinion the 
quarters were likely to be permanently damaged. 

I saw the owner the other day and he told me 
two cows were practically alright again, but the 
diseased quarters of the others were hard, painful, 
suppurating, and the teats had broken out again. 

I have been very interested with the cases re- 
cently reported in The Veterinary Record. 

Uttoxeter. J. C. De Vitter. 





NOTES ON SURGICAL OPERATIONS. 














It is often said, and with truth, that if a thing 
can stand the strain of time and wear it is good ani 
will last. 

When I entered upon my professional career | 
tried for castration the then fashionable écraseur or 
torsion forceps or emasculator and, afterwards, the 
simple ligature or elastic ring, but every now and 
again the farrier’s firing iron and clam or the caus- 
tic clamps. I must say my faith was very much 
shaken with most of them, so I have now discarded 
the lot with the exception of the ancient, and on 
that account called by many brutal and unscientific, 
firing ironand clamp. The latter never get out of 
order or fail me. Moreover they are everlasting, 
and can be used for many other purposes. I like 
them very much and grow with them conservative. 
This method is aseptic, antiseptic, hemostatic, and 
finished. Still they require a little skill in using. 
You must not use the iron too hot or too cold. 
Almost a dull sticky heat is perfection if you pre- 7 
vent the tissues adhering to the iron by means of 
lard or green ointment. 

In the “rig” operation it is the best for remov- 
ing the testicle, as you get no secondary hemorrhage 
or ligature to irritate the wound. 

Frequently when calves are “cut” they suck 
one another’s scrotums so as to cause them to heal 
up too soon and form a collection of pus. To | 
obviate this the scrotal wound should be large and 
the scrotum dressed with green ointment, and if 
this fails the suckers should be removed. 

When the scrotum has healed up too falsely tt 
should be opened speedily, else blood poisoning !s 
likely to set in and probably kill your calf. 

Male pigs are generally castrated when a few © 
weeks old, and although the operation (simple 
incision of the scrotum and excision of testicle) 's 
done in filthiest of surroundings, a fatality is rare. 
Scrotal hernia is common in litters and it seems 
hereditary. One or more of the pigs in a litter may 
be so affected. The castrator generally castrates as 
above, but afterwards puts one or two thread 
sutures through the scrotum after the testicles at 
removed to prevent the bowel coming down. Whe 
the scrotum is opened a rush of serum escapes! 
there is hernia. When pigs are two or three 
months old care should be taken that after cast! 
tion no bleeding of the cord into the scrotum takes 
place, else swelling of the parts and death results 
To obviate this a ligature or the clams are safer than 
simple excision. , 

Lambs are generally castrated when a few wee 
old. The testicles are drawn out by means of the 
shepherd’s teeth, or by a pair of special forceps after 
the tip of the scrotum is cut off so as to expose m8 
organs. However, in some parts of the countt} 
lambs are allowed to become fat before the oper 
tion takes place when, in this case, the actual we 
tery and clams are used. The animal is held «* 
downwards on a form by the operator sitting ei 
hind legs, while the assistant sitting astride 0 : 
form also holds the two fore legs in his lap 
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speak. The tip of the cord is either cut off with a 
knife or seared off by the actual cautery. The testi- 
cles, including the tunic vaginales, are included in 
the clams by the hot iron of sticky heat, but to pre- 
vent the tissues adhering to this crude instrument, 
lard or green ointment is used by most castrators. 

In the autumn large rams are castrated by the 
caustic clams, and although this seems another 
brutal method it is effectual, as the losses are small 
compared to other methods, such as the actual 
cautery. 

The commonest loss of sheep arising from castra 
tion is due to hemorrhage into the scrotum setting 
up malignant oedema, which may also take place in 
large rams in the autumn after castration with the 
actual cautery without any hemorrhage. 

Schirrous cord sometimes arises in lambs from 
castration by traction with the teeth. 

Great loss may arise from performing the opera- 
tion in dirty lambing pens or around dirty buildings 
in consequence of the scrotal wound becoming in- 
fected by the animal lying down in the decomposed 
discharges from uterus as soon as the operation is 
over. 

Some operators preach about the care one should 
take before, during, and after an operation, and to a 
certain extent the teaching is correct. Old practi- 
tioners, both of human and veterinary medicine, were 
taught this from pure experience. They well knew 
that an animal recovered better from an operation 
after preparation, such as fasting or physicking, as 
in the case of castrating the horse, sow, fowl, or bitch. 
They knew there were less hemorrhage and swell- 
ing and less liability to peritonitis, so much dreaded 
by surgeons of these scientific days. They also 
knew thata turn out into a clean field during favour- 
uble weather was good practice. 

Nowadays some go further and say this is not 
enough. We must scrub our hands, cut our nails, 
and pare our quicks; shave the skin, wash, scrub 
and disinfect, boil our instruments, suture and dis- 
infect and generally use absolute cleanliness. This 
is all very well for classical surgery in a modern 
establishment with plenty of skilled assistance. But 
In every day practice in the field or farm, stable or 
cattle shed with only a few country yokels and no 
skilled assistance the practitioner must necessarily 
soil his carefully prepared hands, instruments, ete., 
although, perhaps, this may be mitigated by the use 

of a well tried and reliable antiseptic. Therefore he 
does not now shave or even clip the hair off, as he 
knows from experience that he is liable to abrade 
the skin Which is liable to become inflamed and 
possibly sets up suppuration and contaminates the 
proper operation wound. He also well knows that 
even should he adopt all the strictest methods and 
_ use straw or other dusty material as bedding, 
cy is likely to blow dust into the wound, or 
a. Ps us foetid breath arising from desayed or 

y teeth are not without danger. 
tin the teachings of bacteriology inclines 
tgp os “ee that there is very little danger 
el the nyse germs unless they have passed 
akaae a ler _— cases and become virulent, or 
sididhes Pree Ss are mangled by unskilful mani- 
, contain some foreign body, or even 





mould. He imagines that no end of germs must 
enter wounds or even the peritoneal, uterine, or 
other cavity ; that the healthy body and vitalised 
tissues must always be acting as defenders against the 
ever present germs; that as long as the tissues are 
not devitalised they do not form a suitable nidus 
for the cultivation of saprophytes and their conver- 
sion into pathogenic organisms; that by ordinary 
immersing instruments, dressings, hands, etc., in 
an antiseptic solution, wiping, not washing, the 
wound out with a mild but effective antiseptic 
will kill or weaken the pathogenic germ, or very 
likely stimulate the defensive action of the cells. 

My experience of upwards of a quarter of century 
in surgical operations of animals in various parts of 
the kingdom under varied conditions as to surround- 
ings, locality, weather, etc., and after using various 
methods of operating, and many kinds of so called 
and properly-called antiseptics, has led me to come 
to the conclusion that the simple method advocated 
a few years ago by the greatest surgeon of the past 
century, Lord Lister, the pioneer of modern sur- 
gery, so far back as the sixties is the most practical 
and therefore the best for veterinary surgeons. His 
paper, which appeared in The Journal of Com- 
parative Pathology and Therapeutics, pp. 10-22, vol. 
vi., 1893, is still worth perusing by old, middle-aged 
and young practitioners. This paper is an im- 
portant one, as it is the result of great thought, 
much experimentation, and mature experience. 

A 5 per cent. solution of carbolic acid for 
sterilising instruments, sutures, etc., is much 
oetter for our purpose than boiling them, which 
requires apparatus, however so simple, and time. 
This same solution when used with care is the best 
and safest as an antiseptic for general operative sur- 
gery on the various animals. Of course, if an extensive 
wound or large surface is sluiced with it and the 
superfluous fluid not soaked up with a piece of 
sponge or absorbent wool toxic symptoms may be 
produced. But if it is wiped with a squeezed out 
sponge or pledget of wool, there is no danger to be 
feared, either in the cat or dog—the two most sus- 
ceptible to carbolic intoxication. 

My experience teaches me that because this anti- 
septic has been carelessly used its utility has been 
abused. 

The fashion a few years ago was to cover wounds 
with iodoform-collodion, because it seemed theo- 
retically correct and was the fashion. Experience 
soon taught practitioners it was Injurious 4s it acted 
as an irritant. It cannot be compared to simple 
collodion which is a safe protective. 

Again, another fashion was the use of silkworm 
gut, kangaroo tendon, horse-hair, cat-gut, ete., in 
preference to silk. I see no superiority of the 
former over the latter, even for abdominal surgery 
of the domesticated animals. So far as the dog is 
concerned there is no fear of peritonitis even if no 
antiseptic or aseptic precautions are used. One 
should not draw conclusions from analogy, but from 
a special study of the subject. All exact k 1owledge 
derived from careful observation tends to simplify 
matters or methods. The simple method is that 
required by the veterinary surgeon. 

We must not be led away too much by the teach- 
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ings of the fashionable human surgeon who, al- 
though he has an augean operating theatre without 
corners or dust ledges, but having doors and windows 
that only admit filtered air, the operator, attendants, 
and patient, must necessarily do his patient more 
harm with his dirty foul mouth, probably containing 
decayed teeth, than a few harmless germs in the air 
or on the wall of the building, or even in the body 
of his patient. This is an important fact generally 
neglected. 

Gamgee speaking on surgery of the anus reminded 
his hearers at a meeting of veterinary surgeons, the 
importance of Physiology to the operating surgeon. 
And Metchnikoff has, in other words, fully con- 
firmed this. The Japanese military surgeons during 
the late war have benefited by it and gained the 
admiration of the whole medical world. Their ex- 
perience is confirmatory of that of Lord Lister, 
which goes to show that many of the so-called up- 
to-date appliances or surroundings of the present 
day fashionable surgeon are not absolutely neces- 
sary, but superfluous and even misleading to the 
fresh graduate who goes forth to practice by the 
bedside in the hovel, cottage, farmhouse, etc., in the 
country. The timely warning of Lord Lister a few 
years ago had a healthy effect, and the experience 
gained before and after Listerism was introduced 
goes to show that the military and country practi- 
tioners, both human and veterinary, may have good 
results with simple methods and no elaborate build- 
ings to perform their operations in. 

‘‘ OBSERVER.” 





ACTION FOR NEGLIGENCE. 
SimMons v. SHEATHER. 
(Continued from p. 390.) 


Capt. Thomas Mallock, examined by Mr. Witt: You 
are an ofticer of the Royal Fusiliers ‘—-Yes. 

Your are the gentleman that sold this mare to Mr. 
Simmons ?—I am. 

When did you first see this mare ?—I saw her at a 
hunt. 

How long before you bought her ?—Oh, I should think 
about a week. 

The Learned Judge: When was that !—That was, I 
think, in March, but I would not be quite certain. It 
February or March. 

Mr. Witt: Last year ?— 1904. 

Where was she? Out hunting with the hounds ?— 
With Mr. Garth’s hounds. 

What sort of a person was riding her for weight ?--She 
was carrying a man, I should have said he was about 15 
stone, between 14 and 15 stone. 

That was somewhere near Maidenhead ?—Yes, 

You bought her in March, 1904, did you not ?—-Yes 
Good Friday, it was. . 

After you bought her, what did you do with her ?—- 
Well, I had her sent to Hounslow for me to try. 

What we mean is, what sort of work did you give 
her’—I trained her to polo, that is what I bought 
her for. . 

Mr. Witt: You rode her at polo ?—Yes, 

The Learned Judge : How long did the training take ? 
—Well, he was not a trained pony when I sold her. for 
training takes a long time. ' 

I know; but what I want to know is, how long were 
you training her and working her at home. Was it a 
week, a month, or two months /—About two months. 





Does that include the work at polo, as well as train- 
ing? Did youuse her asa polo pony for two months 
independent of the time you were training /—Two 
months in all. 

Mr. Witt: Did you ride her yourself at polo !—Yes. 

During the time you had her did she go sound ?—Abso- 
lutely. 

The Learned Judge: What sort of work did you give 
her; light work ‘—lf I might say so, the pony, when it 
was first brought here to Hounslow, had influenza, and 
I did not get it to work for six weeks. It was in the 
stables there and she caught it, and that was why her 
training to polo was delayed. So soon as she got all 
right I started training her, and trained her continu- 
ously until the time 1 went to Pirbright for musketry ; 
and after I got back I put in a few games at the end of 
the training. 

What I want to know is, was it heavy work training 
her, or light 7—I should say it was heavy work. I have 
played her at poloandthe ground was very, very hard. 

And she was absolutely sound all the time !— Yes. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Bankes: You gave no war- 
ranty !--I gave no warranty. 

And therefore you did not consider you were repon- 
sible under any circumstances !—I did not. 

Albert Andrews, examined by Mr. Witt: You were 
formerly, and still are, a private in the Royal Fusiliers ! 
-——Yes. 

Were you groom to Captain Mallock !—Yes, sir. 

And while he had this mare did you ride her some- 
times ?---Yes, pretty well always. 

Was there anything the matter with her so far as her 
legs went ?—Not so far as her legs went; no, sir. 

The Learned Judge: After she got well from influenza 
she was alright in the legs ?—She went perfectly sound, 
sir. 

Mr. Bankes: I have no questions. 

Prof. John Wortley Axe, examined by Mr. Barrett: 
You are practising at la Lower Sloane Street, W. ?— Yes. 

And you are a consulting veterinary surgeon /—Yes. 

How many years were you a teacher at the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons ?—Twenty-six years. 

I think you arean ex-president of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons ?— Yes. 

Did you examine the mare in question first of all on 
the 19th January, 1905 ?—Yes, I did. 

At that examination was she lame or sound in front! 
—Sound both in front and behind. 

Did you examine the fore feet of this mare ?—Yes. 

Was the near foot smaller than the off fore foot !- 
No, they were symmetrical. 

The Learned Judge: That was in January? 

Mr. Barrett : Yes, January, 1905. 

Did you examine both hocks ?—Yes, I did. 

Was the mare suffering from spavin in either hock ‘ 
—No. 

Was she sound or otherwise in those hocks ? 
sound, 

In your view are they fine or well developed hocks ‘~ 
They are well developed hocks. 

Free from disease ?—Free from disease, quite. 

With regard to depression, Professor Axe, did you 
notice that point ?—The depressions were quite pel 
ceptible. 

The Learned Judge: The depressions between the 
bones were quite perceptible ?—Yes, quite. 

Mr. Barrett : Would they have been if the mare W® 
suffering trom spavin !—No, they would not. . 

Did you examine the mare on the 27th May, this yea": 
—I did. 

Did you find the fore feet symmetrical ’ 
in the same condition they were before when Lexat 
them. ; 

Did you again examine the hocks, and were they 
healthy or diseased ?---Quite healthy. 
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Was the mare free from lameness !—Quite. 

Would you have expected that the mare would at that 
date have been going sound if it had had spavin in both 
hocks {—Oh, she might. 

On the 27th October you again examined her /—Yes, 
I did. 

And you found her in the same condition or not !—In 
the same condition. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Bankes:: Was she in the same 
condition substantially on all three occasions when you 
examined her 7—Yes, she was. 

Just about the feet. Did you measure the feet !— 
No, I did not. 

Now with regard to the hocks, are they normal or ab- 
normal hocks !—They are normal hocks. 

Are they what you call coarse hocks or not ‘—I should 
not call them coarse altogether, they are coarsish. 

Are the two hocks the same !—Quite, they are sym- 
metrical. 

Were you here yesterday when Professor Pritchard was 
examined ’—Yes. 

Did you hear him say that the two hocks were not 
the same, and that that was one indication that they 
were diseased.—Yes, I did. 

You heard him say that /—I heard him say that. 

That is, is it not an indication as to whether the hocks 
are normal or not, where two are not the same or one is 
different from the other !—It is. 

That is an indication ‘—If one hock is different from 
the other, it is an indication that something is wrong 
possibly, or it may be due to coarseness of the hock 
itself, 

At any rate, it is an indication /—An indication of 
what ? 

Of the presence of disease ?—No, it is not, I say. 
Where two hocks differ, the difference may be one of 
disease in one hock as compared with the other, or it 
may be due to coarseness of one hock as compared with 
the other. 

Do you also agree with the existence or non-existence 
of the ridges between the bones, the perceptibility of the 
depressions 2 
_ The Learned Judge: “Grooves” is a better word, 
“ridges” gives a wrong impression altogether. 

Mr. Bankes: Do you agree that is an idication !—If 
the grooves between the ridges of the bones are percep- 
tible it is an indication that they are normal hocks. 

sy the Learned Judge: As I gather spavin is a bony 
deposit, which gets in between the bones !—That is so, 
my lord. 

And in its advanced stages it fills or tends to fill up 
what you call very properly the “ grooves”—that is 
etter than “depression.” Coarse hock is an unusual 
development of the ridges ?—Yes. 

Therefore yon agree with the last witness, Mr. 
Sheather, that in coarse hock the grooves would be 
exceptionally perceptible ?—I do, my lord. 

be Vhat I particularly wished to know as to coarse hock 
v0 that It Is a prominence of the ridges and if the 
stooves are there, is it any indication of unsoundness !-- 
No, my Lord. 

ae ae (to Mr. Witt): I quite agree with 
toh — ry tri una, you are entitled to it, but at the 
=a ih l he worth considering whether the horse 
Con’ ondon it could not be brought down to the 
we as We have no objection. The other side 
the he "y properly to us last week to be allowed to see 
conld ve, 284in, and we replied that they certainly 

ld do so, 
be iit, Learned Judge: Iam not going to let the Jury 

'snorance upon that point. They have seen the 


7" © and they have had people to see it. We had better, 
aps, have Professor Macqueen back, for I do not 





think that the question was properly put to him. Per- 
haps it was my fault. 


Prof. Macqueen recalled. The Learned Judge: This 
is not a question of opinion, but of fact, Professor. Do 
you say that the grooves in that horse’s hocks are filled 
up ‘—I cannot say, it is so long since I examined her. 

I was sure he had not said it before. 

Mr. Bankes : I was sure he did. 

Witness : I described the difference between spavin 
and coarse hocks. 

The Learned Judge: What we really want to know is 
whether in coarse hock, where there is no disease, the 
grooves are always perceptible ?—Yes. 

Will you undertake to say that the grooves are 
filled up /—Not without seeing the mare again. 

I think the mare had better be sent for. Let Mr. 
Sheather send for the mare and have her brought down 
to the Court yard. 

Mr. Witt : Then I will call the groom, and let him go 
for the mare after he has given evidence. 


Harry Grayston, examined by Mr. Witt: Are you 
foreman to Mr. Sheather /—Yes, sir. 

You remember this mare coming to your place at Mr. 
Sheather’s stables, after he had bought her at Tatter- 
sall’s ?—Yes, on January 16th. 

Was she under your care from that time until she went 
to Towcester? Did you ride her ?—Almost every day. 

The Learned Judge: What do you weigh '— Ten 
stone. 

Mr. Witt: Where did you ride her ?—Sometimes in 
the Row and sometimes in the country. 

After she came back from Towcester, in September, did 
you ride her again !—Yes. 

And have you been nsing her up to now ?-—Up to date. 

How has she gone ‘—The mare has always gone al- 
right. [£ have never known anything the matter 
with her. 

Has she gone sound ?---Always. 

She has not been treated, or anything of that sort !— 
She has never had any treatment. She has been treated 
in the ordinary way like any of the other horses in work. 

Mr. Bankes: I have no questions to ask. 

The Learned Judge: How long will it take you to 
fetch the mare ?—-I can be here in three-quarters of an 
hour. 

That will do; bring her into the Court yard below kere. 


Thomas G. Batt, examined by Mr. Barrett : You are a 
Member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons ? 
— Yes. 

Practising at 409 Oxford Street !— Yes. 

How long have you been practising !—Nearly 30 years. 

Did you examine the mare in question on 22nd Feb- 
ruary, 1905 :—Yes. 

Did you examine her fore feet ’—Yer. 

What do you say as to the size of them !—They were a 
pair, exactly equal as far as I could see. 

Was she limping, or not, in front ?—No, she was 
sound, 

Have you examined the hocks of this mare !—Yes. 

Is she suffering from spavin or not !—No, she is not. 

Are they fine or well-developed hocks !--Well devel- 
oped hocks. 

Free from disease !—Free from disease. 

Have you noticed grooves in these hocks ?—Yes. _ 

Are they apparent or not !—You can feel them easily 
and distinctly. 

The Learned Judge: Readily apparent. 

Mr. Barrett: Was there any lameness of either hock? 
—-No, not at all. 

Did you examine her again on the 25th May, 1905 !— 
Yes. 
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Was she then suffering from spavin or not ?—-No, she 
was in the same condition. 

~ was she in the same condition on the 27th May ? 
—Yes. 

In your view was there any condition of the hocks 
which required a veterinary surgeon to draw attention 
to them ?-—No, not at all. 

Nothing to indicate unsoundness in your opinion ?--- 
No, not at all. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Bankes: First of all with re- 
gard to the feet. Was your attention drawn to her feet 
or were you asked to consider whether the feet were 
equal or of the same size ?—I was asked to examine the 
feet and see if one was smaller than the other. 

And your attention was particularly called to it ?—Yes. 

Was that on the first occasion or the second !— 
The first. 

The first occasion was it? 
—Yes. 

Are you sure about that !— Yes. I have Mr. Sheather’s 
etter. 

The Learned Judge: You had better produce it, if 
you have it there.—It was on the 26th February. 

Mr. Bankes: Are you not making a mistake as to 
when your attention was called to it ?—No, it was on the 
22nd of the second. 

The Learned Judge: You were asked if you examined 
the feet on that date ?—Yes, I did. 

Mr. Bankes: That note was 22nd February, just read 
it ?—I made a note that she was sound and that the 
pulse and temperature were normal and that there was 
— thickening of the tendon, and she was not lame 
at all. 

That says nothing about the feet, does it ?—Nothing 
about the /eet. 

Nothing about the hocks?—No; Mr. Sheather did 
tell ine, I believe, that the mare was supposed to have 
odd feet. 

I suggest that you are wrong about the date, because 
our statement of claim was not delivered until March, 
and that was the first time the feet had been mentioned, 
as far as | know.—I was under the impression that it 
was the first time, but it must have been the second 
examination. 

At any rate attention was called to it and you directed 
your attention to it ?—That must have been the second 
examination. 

, your view are these hocks quite equal ?—Quite 
equal. 

Nothing unusual about them ?—No, except that they 
are slightly what we call coarse, that ridges on the bones 
are a little developed. 

When you call a hock slightly coarse, is this one ab- 
normal !—I should call it normal. 

Was there anything at all to which anyone need direct 
attention in your view ?—Nothingat all. 

In your view would it be the duty of a veterinary sur- 
geon to call attention to what was clearly a coarse hock, 
if he were asked to examine !—-No, I do not think so, if 
he was satisfied that the hock was sound. I should not 
have called attention to it. 

Did you feel the bones yourself !--Yes. 

And what was your view as to the depression bet ween 
the bones !—The depression could be very plaiuly felt. 

Yan you have a spavin in which you can still feel the 
depression or not !—As a rule in spavin the depres- 
sions are filled up. 

Is that a universal rule or practically universal ?—Yes. 

Is that in itself a good test as to whether spavin is 
present, to ascertain whether the depressions are filled 
up or not ’—Yes. 

Here is a bone-here (handing witness some bones). 
That is an instance of spavin. Are the depressions filled 
up there ?—That is so. 

Are they completely filled up the whole length 


Was that in February ? 





through ?—Practically, there is one very small bit there. 
Re-examined by Mr. Witt: These deposits, are they 

not efforts of nature to supplement the weakness ?—-Yes. 
It is so also in splints ?—-Yes. 


William Hunting, examined by Mr. Witt: You are a 
Fellow of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons !— 
Yes. 

You have been in practice I think for some years ; 
more years than you would like to name ; 40?—Just. 

Mr. Witt: When did you examine this mare ?—25th 
October. 

The Learned Judge: This year, of course ?—This 

ear. 

Mr. Witt: Did you take notice of both fore feet — 
Yes. 

Was there any difference !—Very slight. 

Which is the larger !—The near one. 

Is it enough to be of any importance ?—No, it is 
trivial ; the fact is [ overlooked it the first time I exam- 
ined the mare, and then I said “ Is there anything that 
I have overlooked and that you can tell me to look for,” 
and they said “ You have said nothing about the front 
feet.” I had another look, and the off foot was slightly 
smaller than the other. 

It is trivial, you say. Now, about these hocks ; what 
do you say about them ?—-They are the sort of hocks 
~~ raise a difference of opinion. Coarse hocks I call 
them. 

In your opinion were they sound hocks ?—Yes. | 
distinguish between coarse hocks and spavin ; they are 
two different things. 

My Lord put the question more than once as to 
grooves or depressions ! 

The Learned Judge : “Grooves” is the best word for 
them. It was suggested by one of the witnesses. 

Mr. Witt: What do you say about them? Are they 
distinguishable or filled up?—You can feel them 
distinctly. 

In spavin, would they be filled up by some form of 
bony deposit ?—Yes. 

In your opinion that is not present in this case ’—-No, 
it is not. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Bankes : I understand you to 
say that you think they are the sort of hocks which 
raise a difference of opinion ?—Yes. There is pretty good 
proof of it here. 

So I think. And the difference of opinion must be as 
to whether they are coarse hocks and sound hocks, or 
whether they are spavin or unsound ?—-Whether they are 
coarse hocks or spavin, that is the difference. 

What is the test that you apply ?—-To try and find out 
the grooves between the bones. d 

Because in the case of spavin there would be a deposit 
in these grooves !—Yes, they would be filled up. 5 

Would they necessarily be completely filled up /—No- 

Take the case where there is a spavin, and some de- 
posit has taken place in the grooves. Of course, If may 
vary in a degree ?—Of course it does. 

It does vary in degree. It may completely fill up and 
it may partially fill up ;it may fill upin one part and not 
in another ?-—That is so. ; 

And the test is whether you can by feeling ascertall 
the presence of deposit in the grooves !—Yes. 

That is the test, is it ?—Yes. dt 

And if you ascertain the presence of deposit in the 
groove, then you say that is spavin ?—Yes. 

And that would be unsound.—Yes. 

So what is to be determined really in this ca 
to decide whether the mare is unsound, is whe 
is a deposit in the grooves ? it 

The Learned Judge : No, whether there was @ depos 
at the time. a 

And you can feel there is no deposit 1n 
can you?—Yes. I do not know about any 
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course if there was something the size of a grain of mus- 
tard you could not feel it. 

But perceptibly ’—There is no perceptible deposit in 
the grooves in this case. 

Assuming it to be acase on which there isa difference 
of opinion, do you think there is sufficient doubt as to 
the character of these hocks ; that the veterinary sur- 
geon should have mentioned it in the report if he was 
asked to examine ?—No. If he was clear in his mind 
that these were only coarse hocks, I see no reason for his 
mentioning it. . 

Would you have done so yourself if you had been 
asked toexamine this mare ?—Not for the sake of the 
owner but for the sake of myself, I make it a rule to 
mention every little thing I can see, and then qualify it 
afterwards for my own protection. 

The Learned Judge: You always mention coarse 
hock ’—Yes. 

Not as unsoundness, but you mention the fact ?—I 
mention the fact to prevent myself getting into the 
Courts afterwards. 

Re-examiued by Mr. Witt : One question with regard 
to the deposit theory. If the animal has really got un- 
soundness, but has had plenty of work, would that work 
tend to produce the deposit so as to make it clear it had 
spavin hocks ?—-In other words, would work make the 
spavin worse ?— 

a Learned Judge: Tend to make it worse !—It 
would. 


Frederick Thomas George Hobday, examined by Mr. 
Barrett: Are you a Fellow of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons ?—I am. 

When did you examine the mare in question ?—On the 
13th or 14th November of the present year. 

Did you examine the forefeet ?—I did. 

Is the near forefoot the smaller of the two !—-It is not. 

Is she lame or sound in front !—Sound in front. 

The Learned Judge: Would you say the feet are 
normal and symmetrical or not —I was asked to look at 
the feet as to symmetry, and if there is any difference at 
all it is really very slight either way, but I am perfectly 
convinced in my own opinion that the near forefoot is 
not the smaller. 

Is it trivial or important {—I should say it is trivial. 
It is certainly not of importance if there is any, and it 
could be altered by rasping in shoeing. 

; - Barrett: Did you examine the horse’s hocks !—I 

Are they healthy or spavined hocks ?—Healthy hocks. 

. or well developed hocks ?—Well developed 
he Learned Judge: Would you call them coarse ?— 

I should, my Lord 
P Mr. Barrett : Did you notice the grooves ?—I did var- 
—r- And curiously enough I made the remark 
: ien I was asked to look at the hocks, after I had felt 
nem carefully some four or five minutes, that the grooves 
Were exceptionally distinct in this case, and that the 

_ Were perfectly symmetrical in size. 

: hat did the distinctness of the grooves indicate !— 

lat they were perfectly healthy hocks. 

Pe. o lameness on the hocks ?—None at all. I saw the 

~ trotted and she moved her hocks freely. 
then aes by Mr. Bankes: Do you think that 
of .are hocks about which there might be a difference 
ee, if it had not been for this case ?—I quite do. 
Pi eo — that’—Yes. They are what we call 
should on pasties if you were asked to examine a horse, 
ge ~~ lave mentioned that fact to the purchaser ! 
should bee should have mentioned the fact, but I 
r wae have qualified it by saying that, in my opinion, 
the fe te perfectly healthy, and indeed, if I had seen 
her, as I probably should have done, I should 





have said that my experience was that that kind of 
hocks wore better than fine hocks. 

You would have mentioned it with such a qualifica- 
tion as you thought necessary, and in this case you 
would have told him that there was no danger t—I cer- 
tainly should. 

The Learned Judge: You would have gone further 
than that and said that they would have worn better. 
—TI certainly should. 

Mr. Bankes: You quite agree with the last witness 
that the test of the existence of spavin is whether there 
was a deposit in the grooves ?—-I do. 


Walter Styles, examined by Mr. Witt: Are you head 
groom to Mr. Burn, of Towcester ?— Yes. 

How many years’ experience have you had with 
horses ?—About 20. 

Do you remember the mare coming from Mr. Sheather 
to your master’s in May last /—Yes. 

And did she return to Mr. Sheather about the latter 
part of September ?—Yes, about that time. 

While you had her there, what did you do with her !— 
Worked oe regularly every day. 

The Learned Judge: Do you say light, ordinary, or 
heavy work ?—I should say ordinary work, my Lord. 

Mr. Bankes: I have no questions to ask. 


Mr. Bulger, examined by Mr. Witt : You live at Oriel 
House, Leighton Buzzard !— Yes. 

And are a Member of the Stock Exchange !—Yes. 

And before the purchase of the mare were you on 
friendly terms with Mr. Simmons, the Plaintiff !— Yes. 

Did you go with him and Mr. Hayman when he went 
to see the mare !— Yes. 

After he had bought her, did you at some time in 
November of last year go to his stables ‘—Yes. 

Mr. Simmons’ stables !—Yes. 

And saw the mare t—-Yes. 

What condition did you find her in ?—The mare had 
a strap around her neck and_ was tied to a double chain 
and ring over the manger. I asked the groom why he 
had tied her, and he said she was a crib biter. She was 
tied so tightly that she could not feed. Her skin was in 
good condition, but her feet were in a shocking state. 
He told me that she was lame, and I looked over her 
feet and found them full of London road dirt. I asked 
the groom for a pick, and he tried to find one, but could 
not do so, and said that he had lost it about a fortnight 
ago. 
She appeared to you to have been neglected as regards 
her feet ?—The shoes were on the mare that were on her 
when she came to the place, so the groom told me. She 
was shoed the next day for the first time, so Mr. 
Simmons told me the following Monday ; I saw her on 
the Friday. 

Did you make him an offer to take her away and look 
after her ?—I said: “If you will let me take her down 
I will have her back in a fortnight perfectly strong.” 
The animal only wanted care. I told him she was 
neglected. 

And he refused ’—He declined to accept the offer. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Bankes : Can you give me the 
date when you went to the stables /—Yes, on the 19th 
or 26th November ; about woo say four. ; 

Was it at the time Mi. Sheather was attending her !— 
I do not know anything about that. 

The Learned Judge : If it was on the 19th it would be. 

Mr. Bankes: This state of the feet would not affect 
the question of spavin !—Absolutely, no. ; 

Nor the question whether the feet were the same size ? 


~No. 
The Learned Judge : [t would affect the question of 
lameness. If she had thrush and bad feet, she might be 


lame. : 
Mr. Witt: That is all the evidence. 
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SUMMING UP. 


The Learned Judge: Gentlemen of the Jury,—-This 
case is a horse case, and is somewhat unusual, certainly, 
but anyhow, it is an important case. The learned coun- 
sel who have addressed you for the plaintiff and the 
defendant have put the matter perfectly correctly before 
you. The question is not whether this horse is unsound 
now, and is not whether the horse was unsound in Octo- 
ber last, but whether, or not, Mr. Sheather, the defendant, 
has been guilty of any breach of duty, or breach of con- 
tract, towards Mr. S mmons as would entitle Mr. Sim- 
mons to recover. I can put before you in a sentence or 
two what is the position of a man who undertakes to 
advise another in such a matter as buying a horse, or 
buying any other thing which requires an expert. He 
is bound to bring to bear on the subject reasonable and 

woper amount of experience and knowledge, and he is 
and to act carefully and without negligence or breach 
of duty. He is not bound to be right, becanse no man 
can always be right, but he is bound to exercise his duty 
with proper and competent skill, and to do it without 
negligence or want of reasonable and probable care. 
And that is all the more important, because, in this case 
ou are dealing with something that is an alleged defect 
in a horse, which is admitted to be of gradual growth. 
And suppose, for instance—I am not expressing any 
opinion, or doing more than indicating the possibility— 
the evidence in this case has so satisfied yon that, at the 
present time, on the answer given by one of the surgeons 
who examined the horse only a few days ago, there 
was the beginning of a deposit in these grooves of 
the bone, that would not by any means show that there 
was any state of things which Mr. Sheather should have 
discovered, and which it was negligent of him not to 
discover in October of last year. That is brought out 
in relief, because one of the first witnesses called for the 
plaintiff, when asked, I think it was by me, how long he 
thought what he described as “spavin” had existed, said 
it might be two or three months. That is the simple 
question you have to decide, and it 1s for you. It is not 
suggested on the part of the plaintiff that Mr. Sheather 
is not a man of competence and skill. No question has 
been put to him, He has been for 28 years in practice in 
his profession, and is a Fellow of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, and no one denies that he is a man 
of experience, He is selected by Mr. Simmons. I do 
not know how or why, but no case is m.de against him. 
that he is passing himself off as being a competent veter- 
inary surgeon when he is not, and, therefore, the first 
ground upon which he can be alleged not to have fulfilled 
his duty, does not, of course, avail the plaintiff. The 
next is, are you satisfied, and it is for the plaintiff to 
make it out, that when the defendant gave the report he 
acted negligently, and without taking reasonable and 
proper care, and that he omitted from his report some- 
thing which it was his duty to tell the plaintiff if he had 
exercised reasonable and proper care. I think it is only 
fair to the defendant to point out that the case that is 
now made against him is a very different case to that 
which was made when the particulars were lodged. It 
was then alleged that the report was unskilfully and 
negligently mace, and that the mare, at the date of the 
report, that is the 7th October, was suffering from splint 
in the off fore leg, of which we have heard nothing. and 
spavin on both hind legs, which we have got, and which 
is the case we have got to deal with, that the near fore 
foot was smaller than the off fore foot, that the mare 
was lame on both, that her fore legs were unsound, and 
that there was no probability of her being serviceable. 
Of course, as was stated, it is a very serious case. Two 
parts of the case have disappeared, and juries have to be 
very cantious in cases where points have been made one 
side or the other, and have been withdrawn. The first 
allegation which was made and pressed for a long time 




























was that there was negligence in respect of the defen- 
dant’s judgment as to the two fore feet, because he had 
not told the plaintiff that one foot was smaller than the 
other, and some of the witnesses said, at first, that it was 
so much smaller as to indicate a condition of things 
which might lead to lameness. And, gentlemen, this 
was not a sort of thing put forward carelessly ; 1t was 
seriously put forward, because Mr. Reid, the first person 
who examined the horse for the plaintiff, when he was 
called this morning, said that he noticed lameness on 
the occasion on which he examined in October, and 
thonght she was going lame from disease of the foot, 
“contracted some time, probably navicular, off fore foot 
was smallest.” Therefore it was, a gentleman who came 
to give that evidence, obviously at that time attached 
importance to a part of the case which Mr. Bankes. in 
the exercise of a very wise judgment, has thrown over 
altogether. Now the next thing that has disappeared 
from the case is the lameness of the horse. It is not 
suggested now by any witness of any sort or kird that 
the horse was lame when it was examined, The only 
suggestion of lameness that is made, is that it was lame, 
or going lame, on the fore feet some time in November, 
when it had been in the possession of Mr. Simmons for 
about five weeks, and there has not been a single ques- 
tion put to Mr. Sheather, who is the important person, 
or to Captain Mallock. or to Mr. Bulger, that the horse 
was lame when it was being examined in October. [ an 
bound to tell you that when a gentleman in the position 
of the plaintiff, comes and makes this sort of charges 
alleging breaches of duties in an important matter and 
is obliged to abandon them ; the jury ought to look 
carefully at the rest of his case and be satisfied that 
there is real ground for attacking a professional man in 
this respect. Gentlemen, the other undisputed part of 
the case upon which, very naturally and very properly, 
Mr. Witt, relies, is the history of the horse before and 
after. Everyone agrees that with spavin or thickening 
of the bone round these joints of the hocks, with spav- 
ined joints the danger is that a horse may go lame. 
Everyone agrees too that if a horse is put to a severe test 
spavin will cause, or is likely to cause, lameness. Yet 
have the history of this horse before and after. Captain 
Mallock was examined and was uot cross-examined 00 
any matter of substance. He said “bought the horse 10 
March, 1904, or February, 1904. Seen in the hunting 
field carrying heavy man. Trained for polo.” If any o! 
you gentlemen have had the pleasure of witnessing polo, 
you will know how the horses have to turn about in that 
game. ‘Trained for polo for two months. Played fot 
some games. Ridden whole year. Never showet 
slightest sign of lameness of any sort or kind.” There: 
fore, whatever may be your opinion of the evidence & 
to whether there was any negligence or non-negligent 
in the observations made of this animal, there was 1 © 
symptom, no objective symptom, which could be seen at & 
that time to indicate that the horse was in any way laule. 
Then Mr. Sheather wisely, from his point of view, bought 
the horse on January 16th of this year, and for a perl" 
of nine months that horse has been ridden. Whethet E 
heavily or not of course there is a controversy, thous? 7 
Mr. Bankes does not suggest that Mr. Sheather has — a 
wickedly getting people to use the horse lightly, and Mr 
not ask any questions of the groom who said : 2 
Burn, an independent person, had horse from May ; 
September. Rode with horse many times. Rode ™ a 
young lady going to ride,” no doubt so that the an" 
should not be too fresh for her, “ horse never lame 
4 » facts. that 
showed any signs lameness.” These are the 1 hose 
Mr. Witt relies upon. I am bound to tell you that oe 
are not the only facts, because we are not tryi"s 0 
the horse has been lame, or whether there was any at 
of duty on the part of the defendant in regard to ttet- 
. ° aw vO ‘ 
The only other point to which I wish to draw your?’ 
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of negligence or breach of duty in not seeing more than 
he did as to the condition of the horse’s hocks. And that 
question may be pnt in another way: was he guilty of 
want of reasonable care in not reporting that the horse 
was spavined, or in not reporting that the horse had 
something about the hocks that might cause lameness, 
His case is that there was nothing he ought to have 
reported. His case is that the horse was not spavined, 
and is not spavined now. His case is that the hocks are 
what are called coarse, or over developed hocks. No 
doubt some of you gentlemen understand that much bet- 
ter than I, but as I said yesterday, one cannot sit here 
without learning a good deal. 

Now the bones, normal bones, which are separate and 
apart there, consist of three, the top part of the leg and 
the three being there, and that corresponds to the three 
(pointing) in the hock and hind leg of the horse, and 
that boneand another bone, and then the long bone of 
the shank which goes down to the fetlock of the horse. 
And in between those bones which are not intended to 
be attached together in a healthy horse, this deposit 
comes in which gradually fills up those grooves, and that 
is an instance of spavin, as explained by the plaintiff’s 
witnesses. Now, of course, if you believe the defendant’s 
witnesses, if you think that they are right, there is an 
end to this case, because they have said that the horse is 
not spavined to-day, and, of course, if it is not spavined 
to-day it was not spavined a year ago; spavin does not 
go away except by some sort of treatment which everyone 
agrees has not been given to this horse. And I think it 
is a matter which you have got to consider as in favour 
of the defendant, which Mr. Witt pointed out, and with 
which everyone agrees that the horse has not been blis- 
tered or treated, or done anytning to in order to remove 
any possible defect there, but has been kept by Mr. 
Sheather, and those to whom he lent the horse, under 
ordinary circumstances. As I say, if you believe the 
defendant’s witnesses, then, of course, there is an end to 
this case. You have seen them. I will exclude for a 
moment, Mr. Sheather, as I wish to say a word or two 
about his evidence quite independently. You have seen 
in the box Mr. Batt, Prof. Axe, and Mr. Hunting, also 
Mr. Hobday. I daresay you may have seen witnesses— 
some of you may have sat on juries, and have seen pro- 
fessional witnesses very often, but these gentlemen have 
struck me, as no doubt they have struck you, by the way 
in which they gave their evidence, at any rate. Whether 
that evidence is right or not is a matter largely for you 
to decide subject to what I have to tell you afterwards, 
and subject to the witnesses on the other side. I must, 
for that purpose, rather exclude Mr. Reid, because I 
confess that Mr. Reid’s evidence about the lameness of 
that horse, and the condition of its feet at that time, 
might make you think that he is not altogether a witness 
no whom you can rely quite somuch. Mr. Williams came 
yesterday, and he saw the horse on the 5th December, 
and examined it because of the complaint of sluggishness. 
He says, “Went little lame in front. Enlarged in spavin 
place—both hocks. Spavined in both hocks. Must 

‘ave been of two or three months’ standing. Vet. of 
reasonable skill ought have discovered this on 7th Dee. 
Coarse hock very much resembles spavin. Coarse hocks 
re not particularly sound. Coarse hock is unsound.” 
: think it is right to observe, if you rely on Mr. Williams’ 
; a that we have had four experts called to-day, 
aioe men, who have said one after another, that 
tes fr » ee a a development of the ridges of the 
thatthe a bat t hey stick out more as you feel them, and 
— oe es are more perceptible in a coarse hock 
wn said th. tit and that every one of those witnesses 
aleo said wee it Is no defect at all toa horse, though they 
about trata ee that people often express opinions 
en ths Mt Bank a. But not one was asked any ques- 
“= « nce whether coarse hock by itself 

an Indication of any weakness in a horse’s leg. 





The next gentleman, Prof. Pritchard, said, “ Examined 
on 11th November. Bone spavin in both hocks. At 
least twelve months’ old.” That is perilously near the 
line. It is more than a year since this certificate was 
given, and Prof. Pritchard says at least twelve months’ 
old. “As I saw, undoubtedly unsound. No signs 
treatment. Not coarse hock. Coarse hock undue 
development of bone. But bone of both alike. These 
hocks are not alike” Now, again, gentlemen, the wit- 
nesses who came this morning say the hocks are alike 
and they say that when you feel for this bony protuber- 
ance, you will find the grooves very plainly between the 
protuberances. Then we had Prof. Fran ng and I con- 
fess that I think Prof. Macqueen gave his evidence as 
fairly as he possibly could, and from the point of view of 
the defendant, he did not altogether support the plaintiff's 
case. He said “ Found spavin both hocks.” No doubt 
two or three months. In nine cases out of ten coarse 
hock is spavin.” Mr. Bankes thought that he had said 
these grooves were filled up. I had no note of it, and in 
consequence of that he was re-called this morning in 
order that he might tell you. You remember that when 
he came back I asked him the question whether or not 
he meant that the grooves were filled up, and he said 
that he could not tell. “I cannot say that these 
grooves are filled up,” so, at any rate, whatever he may 
find when he examined the horse in your presence his 
evidence is, “I could not say the grooves were filled up.” 
Therefore, as I have said, if you come to the conclusion 
that on the evidence, taking the whole of the evidence, 
this horse is not spavined, and never has been spavined, 
that is the verdict for the defendant. There remains 
one further point which you have to consider carefully 
in the event of your finding that there is such a condi- 
tion of hock that you are not satisfied that the horse was 
absolutely free from any suspicion. Upon that the de- 
fendant says, “I examined this horse to the best of my 
ability, carefully, and honestly, and I say there was 
nothing I could ascertain which I ought to have re- 
ported upon. I do not consider the horse’s hocks un- 
sound ;on the contrary, I think co rse hocks are strength, 
and are less liable to go lame.” Upon that lL am bound 
to say you onght to consider the point made by Mr. 
Witt. That is entirely for you, not for me, and what I 
say to youis subject to your own better judgment. Mr. 
Sheather describes the manner in which the horse was 
examined. I have heard a great many witnesses in the 
box in my career, and Mr. Sheather may be wrong in 
this case —that is for you to say not for me—but I seldom 
have heard a witness give his evidence better or more 
clearly than Mr. Sheather. You have heard the descrip- 
tion as to how he went down to Hounslow, and the time 
he spent examining the animal, and it is only in respect 
to this one particular, namely, the hock, a very impor- 
tant particular, that he is now said to be wrong. You 

have got to consider, even assuming orassuming that the 
horse was spavined on the 7th October, 1904, was it in 
such a condition of spavin—if you use the expression, 
such a condition of hock—that a reasonably prudent and 

wise man, exercising and bringing to bear due care iti 

making a report, might have made the report which this 

gentleman did. Upon that, you will remember, he said 

he had been to Hounslow to examine the black cob ris- 

ing six years old, and that he had fonnd an enlarge- 

ment, but could not detect any other unsoundness. And 

then in his certificate he says (reads certificate). There 

is one other part of the case in connection with this that 

I must saya word upon. Mr. Bankes says that even if 

it were not unsoundness, there was a breach of duty, 

because he did not tell Mr. Simmons there were coarse 

hocks. The case upon that is really disposed of by Mr. 

Simmons’ own answer, for he says that he knows noth- 

ing about coarse hock. What would have happened if 

Mr. Sheather had said that the horse had got coarse 

hock? Mr. Simmonds, as a prudent man, would have 
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said, ‘‘ What do you mean by ‘ coarse hock ?’” and Mr. 
Sheather, as an honest man, would have said what he 
said in the box to-day, and would have gone on to say, 
“T do not think they are any defect, and I think they 
are all the more likely to be stronger.” Gentlemen, Mr. 
Sheather has got to be punished—I will not call it 
punished, but mulcted in damages—if he is guilty of 
negligence or breach of duty ; if you are of opinion, hav- 
ing heard the evidence on behalf of the plaintiff, that any 
reasonably good and competent veterinary surgeon would 
have reported that the horse was spavined, or would 
have reported that there was defect which ought to have 
been brought to the attention of the plaintiff and which 
would have led the plaintiff to reject the horse. If that 
is your view you will find for the plaintiff. You will, of 
course, do so always bearing in wind that, if he had been 
telling him of coarse hock, it would have been coupled 
by a verbal explanation if he had asked for it. If you 
come to the conclusion that the horse was in such a con- 
dition that the certificate was not such as would be given 
by a prudent and competent veterinary surgeon acting 
honestly and straight-forwardly you will tnd for the 
plaintiff. If you are of opinion either that the horse 
was not unsound on the 7th October, or that a reasona- 
ble man examining her carefully, was justified in giving 
and gave without negligence, that certificate you will 
find for the defendant. There is no serious dispute 
about damages here. Therefore, I will ask you, bearing 
in mind what [ have said to you, whether you find for 
the plaintiff or the defendant. 

The jury, having deliberated fora minute or two, gave 
a verdict for the defendant. 

The Learned Judge: That is judgment for the defen- 
dant for whatever it is. 

Mr. Witt: £7 19s. 6d. and costs. 

The Learned Judge: And costs of the counterclaim. 





SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting was held on Friday, September 8th, 


in the North Eastern Hotel, Darlington, Mr. G. 
R. Dudgeon, Sunderland, presided. There were 


also present Messrs. C. G. Hill, W. N. Dobbing, and 
J. H. Taylor, Darlington ; E. H. Pratt, Northallerton ; 
W. H. Blackburn, Barnard Castle ; E. R. Gibson, Sea- 
ham Harbour ; K. P. Rankin, Durham ; A. C. Forbes, 
Bishop Auckland ; and W. Awde, Stockton-on-Tees. 
Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Messrs. H. Peele, Durham; and A. \. Munro, North- 





allerton, 
The minutes of previous meeting were taken as read | 
and confirmed on the proposition of Mr. Gibs n. and 
seconded by Mr. Pratt. 
After the Secretary had read a letter from Mr. H. 
Peele, Mr. Dudgeon proposed a vote of thanks to hin 
for his occupation of the chair during the year jnst . 
passed. This was seconded by Mr Taylor, and carried 
by acclamation. 
A letter was read from the Lancashire Veterinary | 
Association ve Parliamentary representation. 
Mr. Taytor proposed that it be acknowledged, and 
that anything tangible and likely to lead to some definite 
result would receive the support of this Association 
Seconded by Mr. Hill and carried unanimously, 


Yew Porsonina. 


Mr. TayLor mentioned a case met with in a three-| 
year-old cart horse, which was seen all right at night | 
and found dead in the field the next morning. There 
were four or five Irish yew trees laid in the field only 
one of which was within reacli, and they were withered. 





















On post-mortem examination acute gastritis was found 
and yew leaves were found in the stomach along with 
the grass the colt had eaten. The gums had a bluish- 
black ring around them both above and below. 

Mr. AwDE stated that a cart horse belonging to the 
Marquis of Londonderry died very suddenly, and he was 
called in to make a post-mortem and found that there 
were considerable quantities of green yew leaves in the 
stomach and intense gastritis where it was in con- 
tact with the mucons membrane. On making en- 
quiries it was found that two horses and carts had 
been leading coals to one of the cottages on the estate, 
and while one load was being emptied the other horse 
was allowed to roam about, and had eaten the yew 
within his reach. No symptoms were shown until night, 
when he began to froth at the mouth and _ looked 
anxiously about him, and died in about three minutes 
from the time he was attacked. 

Mr. BLAcKBURN asked if the ground had been much 
disturbed where the animals were attacked. He was 
called to Rokeby Park to four bullocks, two of which 
were dead and two alive. The latter were very erratic 
in their movements—top heavy, like a drunken person. 
He performed rumenotomy, but did no good as they 
both died. His opinion was that yew was equally 
dangerous to animals whether taken in the green or dry 
state. 

CALVING TROUBLES. 


Mr. Pratt had a case of calving with an occluded os 
uteri. She was only once to the bull. He managed to 
effect delivery by dilating the os. In his opinion she 
had suffered from white heifer disease. 

Mr. RANKIN met with a case of pervious hymen which 
had been tapped more than once and still turned out in 
calf. He had used the knife in a case of schirrous 0s, 
but they wanted very great care, as it was inclined to 
tear when traction was used for the removal of the 
foetus. 

Mr. HI was called to a white heifer, two years old, 
and found her so swollen that she could not go in at 
an ordinary door. She was bought as barren, but turned 
out in calf. He tapped her and gave vent to a large 
quantity of fluid, and she gave birth to a heifer cali 
three or four weeks afterwards. In his opinion it was a 
case of ascites. 

PRESIDENTIAL. 


Mr. DupGEon, the new President, said that he did not 
intend to deliver an inaugural address ; they were noti0 
fashion at present. He preferred to just make a few 
rambling remarks to the members instead. There were 
hardly any fresh subjects available, and he was afral 
that he could not strike out any new line of thought. 
Destructive criticism was very easy, but constructive 
work very difficult indeed. He thought a valedictory 
address would be more appropriate at the end of oa 
year of office, but the Secretary had ordered him to a 
an address to this meeting and would take no pire 

One thing that had struck him was the way 10 which 
specialists advertised themselves in Zhe Vetere"! 
Record every week. What an easy matter to be 
specialist! A man with a forge or two gains . 
amount of experience in foot cases—he might be calle : 
chiropodist specialist. Another being principally eh 
gaged in labour cases might become a specialist in 
cases, re cases 

He noticed lately that there had been 76 ha 
before the Registration Committee. They were #0". 
quibbling abont signs. A medical man can pai he 
many brass plates as he likes, and a lamp as We la rise 
chooses. A young practitioner is allowed to “ee . 
horse and stock owners when he comes fret ty 
neighbourhood. Is not the old practitioner at liberty 
do the same thing ? 
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The Council at their last meeting discussed Mr. Mul- 
vey’s resolution and Mr. Barrett’s for over four hours. 
Upon a vote being taken they were found to be equal, 
and the Chairman decided not to vote in favour of 
either. He thought that a great deal of time was wasted 
there. 

Nearly all the Colleges are affiliating themselves with 
Universities, and so long as these powerful bodies did 
not interfere with the one portal system no harm was 
likely to result to the profession ; but if there was any 
probability of the one portal system being attacked, we, 
as members of the R.C.V.S., should keep a very sharp 
look out. 

Bad attendances of members at meetings had been 
touched on before, but really he did not consider that 
ten was a satisfactory attendance. There were any 
number of members of the profession who did not belong 
to any such Association at all, and therefore could not 
appreciate or value the good such meetings effected. He 
would advise each member to get to know his neighbours 
better. If they did so it would do away with a certain 
amount of jealousy and suspicion and lessen the friction 
which at present exists among the members themselves, 
and it would tend to promote better meetings than we 
have at present. 

_ He thanked the members for having elected him Pre- 
sident of the Association for the ensuing year. He felt 
he was not worthy of the honour, and that there were 
members more worthy than himself who would have 
occupied the chair much better. In electing a President 
he thought the person they intended to occupy the chair 
should be approached previously to see if he would 
accept the office. In conclusion, he said he would en- 
deavour to fill the office to the satisfaction of them all, 
and to the benefit of the Association. 

Mr. TayLor proposed a vote of thanks to the Presi- 
dent, which was seconded by Mr. Gibson, and carried ; 
to which Mr. Dudgeon replied, and in thanking them 
asked for their support during his year of office. 


day 
Report on Lonpon ConGREss OF THE RoyaL INSTI- 
BUTE OF PuBLIC HEALTH.—SeEctTion F. 


Gentlemen,—-I have the honour to submit to you my 
report on the London Congress of the Royal Institute 
of Public Health. The Congress was conducted in the 
following sections :—(a) Preventive Medicine; (4) Muni- 
cipal administration of the Education Acts; (c) Child 
Study and School Hygiene ; (d@) Engineering and build- 
ing construction; (e) Bacteriology and Chemistry; (/) 
\ eterinary Hygiene ; (gy) Tropical Hygiene; () Naval 
and Military Hygiene. 

Section F—Veterinary Hygiene—is the one which is 
of special interest to us and to that section shall I con- 
fine my report. 
at “ag M’Fadyean in his opening remarks as President 

t this Section, said that that the creation of such a sec- 
tion ina Congress on human hygiene is a practical recog- 
— of the fact that for the prevention of certain 
oe diseases the co-operation of the human and veteri- 
the, sanatarian Is necessary. To this IL would add that 
J Fe entific public is just becoming aware of the fact. 
re eM know whether [am correct or not in stating 
ae ae the first time a separate section had been 
hans or veterinary hygiene. If this 7s so, it ex- 
attend © Some extent why there was such a meagre 
pring of the veterinary profession, though it is no 
ender’ Soe ee then fam at a greater loss to 
regarded, € apathy with which those meetings were 

wana Were five papers given (or to be more correct 

- fs ay and one discussion) all of which reflected 

ollos r est credit on their respective authors and were 

ved with the keenest interest by those present. As 


Will be seen, and as was to be expected all the papers 





concerned themselves with those animal diseases which 
affect the public health, and with the means which 
ought to be taken in order to prevent such diseases from 
affecting mankind. 

The papers were :— 

(1). “The Lymphatic System of Bovines with an 
account of Local General Tuberculosis,” by Alfred Hol- 
burn, M.R.C.V.S., Chief Veterinary Inspector of Man- 
chester. This paper was illustrated by many excellent 
lantern slides which were explained lucidly by the 
author. I donot intend to offer any remarks on this 
paper except to say that I regard it as being a most 
valuable contribution to the study of meat inspection, 
and could be read with a good deal of profit by all of us. 

(2). The second paper was by the same author, entitled 
“Some suggestions with a view to the Improvement of 
Meat Inspection in Country Districts.” In it the author 
deplores the absence of a proper system of meat inspec- 
tion in country districts and draws attention to the 
enormous amount of diseased meat which can be, and ts, 
sold for huinan consumption. We in this county can 
well support those statements for in no place have I 
ever seen more chicanery in matters of meat selling or 
more unsanitary and unsuited slaughterhouses than in 
the County of Durham. It was stated, and I thoroughly 
agree, that a great many farmers and stock-owners con- 
sider it no dishonesty, but rather a matter of ordinary 
course to slaughter sick animals supposed to be beyond 
recovery, to “ bolster up” the carcase and send it for 
sale. Sometimes this is done to save the surgeon’s fee 
for attendance. Rarely indeed is the veterinary surgeon 
consulted as to advisability of slaughtering the animal 
for beef, or asked to examine the carcase. 

Some speakers seemed to think that in connection 
with the inspection of meat in country districts difficul- 
ties would arise which could not be overcome. Person- 
ally I can see that the introduction of a system of meat 
inspection in country places might cause inconvenience, 
but surely that would be well worth “ putting up with ” 
and in time be entirely overcome. Beyond inconvenience 
I cannot see any real difficulty. As Prof. M’Fadyean 
said, there is no greater difficulty in obtaining the 
opinion of a veterinary surgeon as to whether a carcase 
of an animal is fit for human food than in obtaining the 
services of a veterinary surgeon to treat it while it was 
alive. Captain Martin also made a suggestion that 
would solve any difficulty, viz., that all animals slaugh- 
tered on a farm should be notified to the proper authori- 
ties if the carcases of such animals were for sale. The 
slaughtering of animals in ertremis was another question 
raised. The majority of those present agreed that 
such practices ought to be stopped, and that the car- 
a of such animals were certainly not fit for human 
ood. 

(3). The title of the third paper was “ The Advantages 
and Disadvantages of Town versus Country Dairies in 
connection with the supply of Milk,” and was written by 
Captain E. E. Martin, A.V.D., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.H. In 
this paper the author proves that the milk from dairies 
in towns where the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops 
Order is in force is far pnrer than from dairies in the 
country where that Order is not enforced. I do not 
think this conclusion will come as a surprise to any of 
us, though it may be—and I believe will be—a great sur- 
prise to the general public. The way to remedy this 
evil is obvious. Urban authorities ought to be forced 
by iaw to apply this Order (D.C. & M. Order) to their 
districts, brs thus make the country districts equal in 
every respect to the towns. 

(4). The fourth paper appropriately enough was en- 
titled “A Suggestion for General Legislation for the 
Control of the Milk Supply,” and was written by A. M. 
Trotter, M.R.C.V.S., of Glasgow.” This took the form 
of a suggested Act of Parliament in order that the milk 
supply might be properly controlled. I do not intend 
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to make any observations on this paper further than to 
say that it struck me as being one of the fairest Acts of 
Parliament I have ever read, and I would strongly 
recommend it to be read by all who are interested in 
the legislation of the country. 
(5). The last item of the Section was a_ discussion 
opened by W. Hunting, F.R.C.V.S., London, on “ The 
Necessity for Uniformity in the Methods of Me:t In- 
spection.” Mr. Hunting at the outset stated that abso- 
lute nniformity was impossible, but that meat inspection 
should be conducted with as near an approach to it as is 
practically possible. He pointed out where uniformity 
could not possibly exist, and when it should exist. Some 
of the conditions touched upon were emaciation, im- 
maturity, injuries, tubercle, inflated meat, tumours, 
parasites, traumatic pericarditis, milk fever, septic 
m tritis, and braxy. Imported meat was also discussed. 
He pointed out the hardships which butchers, etc., 
suffered through the recommendation of the Royal Com- 
mission, viz., that all carcases of pigs affected with tuber- 
cle in however small a degree should be condemned. He 
also pointed out that meat which had been passed by an 
inspector in one district might be seized in another dis- 
trict by another inspector, and stated that in cases of 
unaltering disease the certificate of the examining in- 
spector should be final as far as seizure or prosecution 
is concerned. Another glaring act of want of uniformity 
the speaker points out is in the view that different 
authorities take as to what offences should be followed 
by prosecution. A butcher may draw the inspector’s 
attention to meat about which he (the butcher) is doubt- 
ful. In some districts the inspector may not only seize 
that which he condemns, but may prosecute the butcher 
who of his own accord gave notific:tion. Such a want 
of uniformity, as Mr. Hunting says, cannot fail to bring 
discredit on inspection. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, I would like to say that 
should any member not have seen those papers in any 
of the journals, and desires to read them, I shall be most 
happy to lend him my own copies. 

Though the consideration of social functions does not 
come within the scope of such a report as this I cannot 
very well close without mentioning the splendid hospi- 
tality held out to the veterinary delegates by the Central 
Veterinary Medical Society, and in this way I beg leave 
to thank them on your behalf for their kindness. 

KENNETH PHeN. RANKIN. 


Mr. DUDGEON proposed a hearty vote of thanks to 
Mr. Rankin for his most interesting report. This was 
seconded by Mr. Dobbing, and carried unanimously. 

The TREASURER submitted his statement of accounts 
for the year showing a balance in hand of £3 7s. 3d. 

Mr. Pratt proposed that the Treasurer’s report be 
accpted subject to audit, and that the accounts be paid. 
Seconded by Mr. Hill, and carried. 

The subject of outstanding subscriptions was next 
considered, after which Mr. Rankin proposed, and Mr. 
Forbes seeonded, that those in arrear be written to call- 
ing attention to Rule 23, and if over two years in arrear 
and not having attended a meeting during that time 
their names be struck off the roll of members. Carried. 

The Secretary then read Mr. P. W. Dalling’s account 
of cases of malignant nasal catarrh which had occurred in 
his practice, as Mr. Dalling was unable to be present. 


AN OuTBREAK OF MALIGNANT NAsaL CaTAarru. 


In the first place I was called in toa farm near Skelt 
by Mr. Robert Young, the owner of the cattle, to see ine 
that in his opinion had contracted a very severe cold. 

When I got to the farm I examined the two animals 
one a calf about 11 months old, the other a nice young 
heifer about 18 months. I found them completely 
blocked up in the nostrils with swelling and a yellow 
discharge of matter; the eyes swollen, very much blood 


shot, and at first a watery discharge, which soon changed 
to matter, coming from them, a distinct roaring noise 
from the throat and nostrils, breathing quick, tempera- 
ture very high, about 109. 

Next day worse, no appetite, breathing quicker, tucked 
up in the flank the animals appeared to have shrunk 
generally, more discharge from both eyes and _ nostrils, 
temperature still high. 

= ird day worse still and both died on the third 
night. 

Three more cattle became affected in exactly the same 
way, ranging from one year to two years old. They all 
presented the same symptoms, and every one of them 
died in the same way as the two first. This made five 
deaths, and at this stage of affairs, I thought it quite 
time to have a further opinion—which the owner was 
pleased to have me mention. 

I may state here that up to this every one of the five 
animals resisted every morsel of treatment which we 
adopted—-and I am sure we tried almost everything— 
blistering, fomenting, steaming, fumigation, medicine 
of every description, eggs, milk, oatmeal, stimulants— 
all to no purpose, nothing did the least good. Then | 
wired to Mr. Awde. In his absence Mr. Dobbing, of 
Darlington, came down and we both made a post- 
mortem of another that had died during the night. Mr. 
Dobbing confirmed my own opinion in every particular, 
to the satisfaction of both myself and Mr. Young, that 
the disease was malignant nasal catarrh, with pneu- 
monia carrying them off. 

The disease went on doing its worst until no less than 
12 animals were lost. Then I wired for Mr. Pratt, 
Northallerton, who came down, and I joined him in 
making another post-mortem, when we found most 
extensive inflammation and a distinct membranous 
covering from the nostrils through the larynx to trachea 
with a lot of yellow mattery discharge filling all the 
spaces down to the lungs. The lungs were also inflamed 
and partly consolidated. This specimen was placed in 
a box and sent to Prof. M’Fadyean, of the London Col- 
lege. His report was similar, in fact exactly the same 
as had already been put forward. 

At this time two more became affected, but in a very 
mild form, and with good nursing and treatment ete. 
they recovered, and are now quite convalescent. \° 
more cases, and everything has been done in the way of 
disinfecting, white washing, isolation etc., during the 
past month, until last Friday one more became atffecte 
and has now been under treatment, to-day making the 
seventh day. Although very bad now I have an idea tt 
might just pull through. ' 

Many opinions have been given with regard to the 
cause of this outbreak of disease, but in my opinion the 
drinking water has everything to do with it. The place 
where the cattle drink is nothing more or less than a 
ditch with, at this time of the year, water stagnant rs 
it. The water is not a good water, to begin with, as! 
comes from a mine after being used for the mine eit 
poses ; also no less than eight cottages empty wi 
sewage into this place where the cattle drink ; an¢ . 
some places there is a black sediment three feet 
depth. ; 

I have tried to give you as many particul + agg 
ble though in a rough way. I hoped to find eee 
om them together in a more suitable manne! 0€ 

eing read at your meeting. p. W. Dauune. 


Mr. Dossinc (who acted locum for the Secretary di 
ing his absence from home) was consulted, and = the 
experience at the time he visited the farm, deta! my the 
symptoms presented by the animals affecte: eumonia, 


post-mortem conducted he found extensive P" sages 
pots in air passdo”> 


ars as posst 





consolidation of lungs, petechial spots a there Was 
erosion of mucous membranes, he considered th 
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very good account of the disease given in Friedberger 
and Fréhner’s Pathology, which he produced. In the 
living animals what struck him most was the profuse 
watery discharge from the eyes, the snuffling breathing, 
the staring coat, the weak pulse, and the high tempera- 
tures. Other cattle near had not taken the disease, 
although in close contact with those affected. 

Mr. Pratt, who was also consulted, did not find 
erosion of mucous membranes when he visited the farm 
later, but found yellow deposit a quarter of an inch 
thick in places. Saw two ill, but no fever of any conse- 
quence. The farmer had two died in February which 
were treated by himself, and it was quite possible that 
the disease might have become more virulent later on. 
They were more like cases of a diphtheritic character by 
the deposit present, and he had no doubt they were 
cases of malignant nasal catarrh. 

Mr. Rankin thought the theory about the disease 
having been contracted through the medium of the 
drinking water would not hold good, any more than in 
sanitary surroundings. 

Mr. BLACKRURN remembered seeing some cases of a 
similar character when he was at Tamworth, as assistant 
with Mr. Olver. 

Mr. Pratt had seen cases of influenza associated with 
pneumonia of a bad type which arose from the water 
supply being impregnated with sewage matter. One 
animal recovered sooner on the hills where he had been 
sent than those left at home. 

Mr. Gipson proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Dalling 
for having brought the subject forward, seconded by 
Mr. Awde, and carried. 

_ The question as to whether the meetings of the Asso- 
ciation should be held quarterly at Darlington, as 
usual, or should migrate from town to town, was con- 
sidered, and on a vote being taken it was decided to 
stick to the old arrangement at present, but if better 
arrangements could not be made at place of meeting 

with the proprietress of North Eastern Hotel some other 
room be engaged. Messrs. Dobbing, Taylor, Hill, and 
Awde to be a Committee to deal with the subject and 


report later on. 
W. Awne, Hon. Sec. 





DR. SALMON’S SUCCESSOR. 


The profession of the country is much exercised over 
the vacancy now existing at the head of the Bureau of 
Animal Industry, and the best means ot preserving this 
important position to the veterinary profession, nct only 
“ account of the dignity and prestige which it bestows, 
but for the more patriotic consideration of the best 
Interests of the live-stock industry and the general wel- 
way of the country. That this branch of the government 
las risen to the very highest rank and outstripped all 
similar bureaus in the world under the wise guidance of 
« veterinarian ; that it has given more in return to the 
oe than any other department; that its regulations 

Ot eatantic transportation yearly save millions of 
a — to shippers in reduced insurance and in mortality 
‘ a ee animals; that the work of its scientists 
ikea pratories and the field have made plain the 
cae on factors in many mystifying diseases; are 
wan f oo of the considerations which make it appear 
be = and unreasonable for certain stock papers to 
man - the interests of the live-stock industry de- 
Persad = pe at the heid of this scientific bureau. Of 

‘le ae er existing conditions such a step is impossi- 
the Bur ne organic law is mandatory that the Chief of 
upon pts must be a veterinarian, but it is understood 
ine ata ontnortiy that an effort is being organised by 
been fore © large ranch owners—mostly those who have 

orced to obey the wise regulations of the depart- 


ment—to importune Congress to change this clause. If 
this were to be accomplished it would be a serious blow 
to a profession which has had to fight its way step by 
step to all the glory which now surrounds it, and it 
would be doubly unjust were this to be permitted, for in 
this case it would be shorn of honours which it has fairly 
won through its intrinsic worth and persistent efforts. 
But political experiences do not respect justice, or even 
the plain interests of the country, and the veterinary 
profession is again called upon to fight to hold the 
ground which its hard work has gained for it. It would 
seem to be unnecessary for the Review to urge upon its 
readers the absolute necessity for a determined effort to 
hold this position against the sordid greed of those whose 
interests would be enhanced at the expense of the 
national wealth, for their familiarity with the great 
benetits which are flowing to the country through its 
magnificent operation are well known to all professional 
men. But acrisis now exists which demands of every 
veterinarian the spreading of this information among 
those who do not know the dangers lurking in the pro- 
posed action of the interested stockmen. Every Con- 
gressman should be seen by some loyal and earnest 
veterinarian, who should make them acquainted with 
the Bureau’s splendid record, and secure from him a 

ledge to defeat any legislation looking toward a change 
in the Act by which the Bureau was brought into exis- 
tence in 1883. 

One of the greatest weapons in the hands of the pro- 
fession to-day isthe opportunity to assure the country 
that the demand of the stockmen for a broad-ganged 
man Of affairs at the head of the Burean can be met 
without changing the law; that there are men within 
our ranks who are as capable of administering its affairs 
in allits ramifications as there are without, with the ad- 
ditional accomplishment of possessing a thorough under- 
standing of the dangers to be safeguarded by the impor- 
tation of animal scourges from other lands as well as the 
control and suppression of those diseases which decimate 
our herds and flocks at home. 

The selection of Dr. Salmon’s successor is now receiv- 
ing earnest consideration by the Secretary of Agricul- 
ture, who has assured a committee of veterinarians sent 
to Washington by a meeting of prominent members of 
the profession from New York, New Jersey, Pennsy!- 
vania, and Maryland, that he was heartily in favour of 
appointing no one to this important scientific post ex- 
cept a scientific veterinarian. He urged the Committee 
to have the veterinary profession name its best man, to 
furnish data concerning his qualifications, and the Com- 
mittee left his presence thoronghly impressed with the 
sincerity of his expressed intention. The Committee 
reported these facts back to a meeting of its sponsors, 
and it was deemed best to call upon the President of the 
American Veterinary Medical Association to start some 
movement to get an expression of the jadgment of the 
organised profession of the country.. Accordingly a call 
was issued for a meeting of the Executive Committee at 
Philadelphia, Pa., on Wednesday, October 25th, and the 
response to that call should be an inspiration to every 
man in the country to do al] in his power in the present 
emergency. Laying aside all personal considerations, 
the members started for the designated place from all 
sections of the country-—from far-away Montana, Min- 
nesota, Michigan, Tennessee, while every member living 
in States lying close by was in hand to do his share, 
The sitnation was thoroughly discussed by all, and it 
resulted in the sending forth of a letter toeach member 
of the A.V.M.A. explaining the gravity of the situation, 
with a request that he forward his first, second, and third 
choice for the position. It is hoped that by the time this 
number of the Review reaches its readers every vote of 
the membership will have been counted, and the Secre- 
tary of Agriculture made acquainted with the profes- 
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sion’s estimate of the quality of the man who should 
fill the important position of Chief of the Bureau of 
Animal Industry. 

After the executive Committee had finished this phase 
of the subject a number of veterinarians not members of 
the committee, but drawn there by their interest in the 
matter, were invited into the room to discuss the best 
methods of combatting the expressed intention of cer- 
tain persons interested in the live stock industry to 
secure a change in the law whereby a layman might be 
placed at the head of the Bureau. Vigorous and imme- 
diate action was advised, and a circular letter was issued 
to a list of more than eight thousand veterinarians in 
the United States appealing to thein to wait npon their 
Congressmen and urge them to use their best efforts to 
defeat any such legislation. 

It is to be hoped that the prompt and vigorous efforts 
of the Executive Committee will result in a movement 
so irresistible that such audacious legislation will not 
even be attempted, and should it reach its committee 
that it will neveremerge from that body to harass the 
live-stock interests of the country and dishearten as 
noble a profession as ever struggled for justice.—A meri- 
can Veterinary Review. 














ON GLANDERS. 

We are indebted to Mr. Clement Elphick for the fol- 
lowing extract from that ancient and famous veterinary 
author Gervase Markham, who flourished in the 17th 
century : 

“Or Cures Puysicat.” 
“CrHapter XLITI. Or THe GLANDErs. 


“Touching this disease which we call the Glanders, 
My Masters, the old Farriers and I, are at much differ- 
ence ; for some of them do hold opinion that it is an 1n- 
flammation of the Kernels, which lye on each side of the 
Throat, underneath the Roots of the Tongue, near the 
swallowing place ; and their reason is, that because those 
Kernels are called of the Ztalians Glandule, that thence 
we borrow this word Glanders, adding moreover, that a 
horse which is troubled with this Disease hath great 
Kernels underneath his Jaws, easy to be felt, paining 
him so that he cannot eat, or swallow anything. Others 
say it isa swelling apon the Jaw Bones, great and hard, 
which being inflamed, doth putritie and rot. But both 
these opinions [ hold in part erroneous : For although 
our old Farriers might (according to the Custom of our 
Nation, which loveth imitation of Strangers) borrow this 
word Glanders from the Italian Glandule ; yet these 
Inflammations under the Chaps of the Tongue Roots, is 
that Disease which we call the Strangle, and not the 
Glanders ; and whereas they could call the Strangle, the 
Quinsie, or Squinancy (Squincency) there is no such 
matter, neither hath an Horse any such Disease, except 
they will cll the Vives by that name, which is far more 
fitter for the application 

Now for the Glanders, you shall understand that it is 
a Running Imposthume, engendered either by cold or 
by Famine, or by long Thirst, or by eating corrupt or 
musty meat, or by being kept in Unsavoury Places. or is 
taken by standing with infected //orses. It isa eather 
ing together of moist and corrupt //umours, which run- 
neth at the Nose ; or may be said to be a flux of Rheum 
which issueth sometimes at one, sometimes at both the 
Nostrils ; the cause being, the Wideness of the passage 
so that the Cold liberally entering into the Brain, 
buildeth it and crusheth it in such manner, that it 
maketh the humours there to distill ; which dateniien 
to the spiritual parts, and possessing them, in the end 
suffocates the Horse either by their abundance or kil- 
leth him by corrupting the principal parts : or else by 
congealing there by little and little, overrunneth the 
natural heat. Now that distillation, that by cold 





cometh from the Brain and breedeth this Glanders, is ot 
three sorts. 

The first is a cold, which maketh indigested Humours 
to pass from the Brain, which cometh by taking off the 
Saddle suddenly when the horse is hot, or by letting 
him drink before he be inwardly cooled, or before his 
Body be dried. This distillation commonly is slimy 
matter that smells not, and is easie to be cured ; for it is 
no inward ulcer, but only abundance of Humour, the 
substance whereof is gross and white. The second is a 
great cold ingendered and congesled, causing Humours 
something thin and slimy, of the colour of Marrow, or 
the White of an Egg : this descendeth to the Throat, and 
lyeth there till it be discharged through the Nostri/s. 
The Third is by long continuance thicker, and therefore 
harder to be cured ; if the colour thereof be yellow like 
a Bean, then is the Glanders most desparate, and lyeth 
also in his Throat: but if it be a brown or darki-h 
yellow, then commonly a Fever will accompany the 
Disease. 

To these three distillations, there is commonly added 
a fourth, which is, when the matter which comes from 
his Nose, is Dark, Thin, and Reddish, like little sparks 
of blood, but then it is not said to be the Glanders, but 
the Mourning of the Chine, which is a Disease, for the 
most part held incurable. It is therefore most necessary 
for every good Farrier, when he shall take this Cure in 
hand, to consider well the matter which issueth from the 
Horse’s nose: For if the humour be clear and trans- 
parent, so that it may be seen through, then it is not 
greatly hurtful, or of much moment. If it be White it 
is worse, yet with much ease cured. If it be Yellow, 
separate him from the sound Horses, for he is infectious, 
yet to be cured. If that Yellow be mixed with blood, it 
is with much difficulty helped, or if the matter be like 
unto Saffron, the Horse is hardly to be saved. He must 
also consider whether the matter stink, or have lost the 
smell ; the first is the sign of an ulcer, the latter of Death : 
Also whether he cougheth with straightness in his Chest 
or no; for that also is a sign of an inward Ulcer, and 
that the Disease is past Cure. Now for the Cure of 
these three Distillations, which are all that make up a 
compleat Glanders. You shall understand, that when 
the Glanders is of the first sort it is easily helped by 
moderate exercise, and warm keeping : but if it be of the 
second sort, you shall give him warm Mashes of Malt 
and Water and perfume his Head well, and purge it by 
sneezing ; and into his mashes you shall put Fennel see 
bruized. Others will take a pint of White Wine, and a 
handful of Soot, a quart of Milk, and two heads of Gar- 
lick bruized, brew them together, and give it the Horse 
to drink. Others will take a pottle of Urine, a handful 
of Bay salt, and a good quantity of brown sugar-candy, 
boyl it to a quart; then add Licoras and Anniseeds 
beaten to fine powder, and give it lukewarm to drink. | 

Others will take Lard, or Swine’s grease, and boil it 0 
Water. Then take the Fat from the Water, and mingle 
it with a little Oyl Olive, and a good quantity of Urine, 
and half as much White Wine, give a quart of this 
lukewarm to Drink. Others use to give of Ale a quart 
of grated bread one ounce and an half, the yolks of twe 
Eggs, of Ginger, Saffron, Cloves, Cinnamon, Nutmes* 
Cardamomum, Spikena:d or Lavender, Galingal, 2™ 
Honey, of each a pretty quantity, mix these toget “ 
and give it to Drink. Now if the distellation be of 
third sort, which is the worst of the three, you i 
take half a pound of Swine’s Blood. and melt it . : 
tire, add to it a pound of the juice of Beets, with -" 
ounces of Huforbium finely beaten ; and — 
hath boyled a little, take it from the fire; add anot 
Ounce of Luforbium to it: Keep this Oyntmen® iis 
anoint therewith two very long Feathers or little on 
lapt with linen about, and so anointed, put them ae 
his Nostrils, and after rubbing them up and — him 
them to the noseband of the Bridle and wa 
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abroad : Do this three days together, and it will either | Bay as a Walnut, and give it the Horse to Drink, with 


absolutely cure him, or at least take away the Eyesore. 
Others used to take a ae of Ale, an halfpenny worth 


fair Water lukewarm. ; 
But better tnan all these it is, to take of Elicampane 


of long Bower, a little Brimstone, a pennyworth of | Anniseeds, and Licoras, of each one penny worth, boy] 


Galingal, two penny worth of Spikenard of Spain, two 
penny weight of Saffron brayed, with two Oounces of 
Butter boyled in the Ale: When it is lukewarm, cast the 
Horse, and holding up his head, pour it equally into his 
Nostrils; then holding his Nostrils close, till his Eyes 
stare, and that he sweat; which done, give him Bayes 
and Ale to drink; then let him rise, and set him up 
warm; feeding him with warm Grains and Salt, or with 
sweet Mashes; but the best is, if the weather be warm, 
to let him run abroad at Grass. Other Farriers used to 
dissolve in Vinegar three Drams of Mustard seed, and 
as much Huforbium; then to give him one Dram at his 
Nostrils every dry before he drink. Others use to take 
of Myrrh, Iris, Lllyrica, seeds of Smallage, <Aristolo- 
chia, of each three Ounces, Salniter, Brimstone, of each 
five Ounces, Bayes two Ounces, Saffron one Ounce; 
make this into Powder and when you give it, give part 
in Pills, made with Paste and Wine, and part by the 
Nostril with strong Ale: do this for a space of three 
days at the least. Others use to take of Malmsey a pint, 


-of strong Ale a pint, of Aqua Vite four spoonfuls, and | 
brew them together, with a pretty quantity of anniseeds, | 


Liceras, Elicampane Roots, long Pepper, Garlick, and 
three or four new laid eggs, and a little Butter; give 
this lukewarm to Drink; then walk him abroad, and set 
him up warm; do this every other day for a Week to- 
gether. Others use to take stale Urine that hath stood 
three or four days, and ten Garlick heads, and seething 


to take Swines grease well claritied,and as much Oyle de 


' them in three pints of Ale or Beer till one pint be con- 


sumed, then add unto it a quarter of a pint of Sallet Oyl, 
and give it him to drink lukewarm, then with a quill 
blow Luforbium up into his Nostrils, and within three 
days after, take of Mustard four spoonfuls, Vinegar a 
pint, Butter three Ounces, and boyl them together, then 
add thereunto half an Ounce of Pepper, and give it the 
Horse lukewarm to Drink: use this Medicine a fort- 
night. Others use to take a handful of Pill’d Garlick 
and boy] it in a quart of milk till a pint be consumed, 
then add thereto two Ounces of sweet Butter and a 
pint of strong Ale ; stir them wel] together, and give it 
the Horse fasting to drink lukewarm, which done, Ride 
hima little up and down, and use this the space of 9 days. 

Thus I have plainly shewed you the Opinion and Prac- 
tice of all the best Farriers, both of this Kingdom and 
of others, and they be all very good and effectual ; yet 
for mine own part, that which I have found even the 
best in my practice, is, if the Disease be of the first or 
second sort, to give the Horse to drink fasting every 
morning for a fortmght together, a pint of strong Ale ; 
and five spoonfuls of the Oyl of Oats, the making of 
which Oyl, you shall read ina particular Chapter follow- 
ing ; but if the Disease be of the third sort, which is 
most desparate, you shall then take of Tanner’s Ouse a 


| pint, and of new Milka pint, and of a Olive half a pint, 
‘and the quantity of a head of Garlick bruised, and a 


little Turmerick, mix these well together, and give it the 


them together, give it the Horse to Drink. Others use | Horse to drink : do this thrice in one fortnight, and it 


will help if any help be to be had. 








DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 






























































Foot- Glanders Rabies 3] 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases |°€eP] Swine Fever 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Vous. | Otl Out-{| Out- | Slaugh. 
breaks| mals. jbreaks| mals. breaks) mals.| ~~?" '€F breaks} breaks. | tered * 
— - — ee - > Se i] 
‘Gt.BRITAIN. Week ended Dec.2] 13 | 21 7 22, 32 si id 24 15 110 
fl 1904 ..] 16 | 19 as ee 14 15 59 
Corresponding week in 41903 .. 15 | 17 22 5b cs - 57 28 136 
eh aa 1902... | 11 | 14 19| 30] .. et 39 32 146 
Total for 48 weeks, 1905 ie -. | 889 | 1230 em 1125 1929 a. a 802 740 3386 
ai 1904 .. | 933 1397 1425 2501 1193 1140 5343 
Vorresponding period in {1908 .. | 696 1043] .. .. | 1862 2344] .. .. | 1486] 1379 7302 
1902 .. | 622 964 i 120 } 1078 1927 12 11 | 1346 | 1583 7687 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Dec 5. 1905. 

IRELAND. — Week ended Nov. 25] .. |_ 3 Peres tea? 
Co : ( 1904... 1 4 | 10 ma oT 1 
Tresponding Week in , 1905 ..] .. ie | 30 1 6 

~ re | 1902 22s 2S & 20 2 29 
Total for 17 weeks, 1905 ‘te a 3 3 28 99 277 48 1415 
; (1904... ee 1l | 34 és .. | 415 180 4068 
Corresponding period in -1903 .. 3 10 3 4 3 - 518 161 3830 
al 1902 7 oe ae 9 41 i ae 516 158 3083 











E . . ae an a Sie — —_ — —_—— saad = 
PiZootic Lymphangitis, Jan. 2 cases; Feb. 2; Mar. 10: May, 1; June, 7: July, 2; Week ending Sept. 9, 














1: Total 25 





Nor 


D : 
a epartment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Castle Street), Dublin, Nov. 30, 1905, 
‘~The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection. 
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Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


FELLOWSHIP DEGREE. 


A meeting of the Board of Examiners for this 
Degree was held on the 2nd inst. at 10, Red Lion 
Square. Ten candidates entered for the Examina- 
tion, one was unable to present himself for the 
Written ard Oral portion, and the undermentioned 
gentlemen passed and obtained the Diploma. 


Mr. 8. B. Woollatt Mr. H. A. Reid 
G. H. Wooldridge L. M. Verney 
P. J. Simpson R. Hudson 
W. R. Williams Maj. F. Joslen 
Capt. R. L. Cranford. 
The Examiners were Messrs. J. Malcolm, W. Hunting, 
Prof. J. Macqueen, and W. J. Mulvey, Esq., in the chair. 
Artuur Wm. HILL, See. 
December 4th. 





The Harry Perry Testimonial. 


Receipts to date are as follows :— 


Amount in hand £s. d. 
reviously acknowledged 32 17 0 

P. S. Howard, F.R.C.V.S. _— ... 5 0 

C. Parsons, M.R.C.V.S. ee 5 O 

J. R. Hewer, M.R.C.V.S. —... 5 O 
Messrs. Burt, M.R.C.V.S. —... 10 6 

E. E. Brown, M.R.C.V.S., Cairo 1 0 O 
Capt. Rose, A.V.D., Poona a ae 

C. C. Abram, M.R.C.V.S._ ... 5 O 
£36 8 6 


The Fund is still openand further contributions will 
be gratefully received. 
F. W. CHAMBERLAIN, M.R,C.V.S. 
Sec. and Treasurer. 
Royal Veterinary College, 
Camden Town. 


Prosecution by the R.C.V.S. 


sefore the Chapel-en-le-Frith magistrates on Thurs- 
day, Nov. 30th, Charles Wainwright, of Bamford, who has 
carried on business as a “ vet.” for many ycars, was 
charged on the information of George Thatcher, Essex 
Street, Strand, “for that not being on the Register of 
Veterinary Surgeons, and not holding at the time of the 
passing of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881, the 
veterinary certificate of the Highland and Agricultural 
Society of Scotland, did unlawfully use and take an 
addition and description stating that you were a veteri- 
nary surgeon, contrary to Section 17 of the aforesaid 
statute, at Bamford, on the 24th of May, 1905. Defen- 
dant admitted the offence. 

Mr. J. E. Wing, solicitor, Shettield, who appeared in 
support of the prosecution, said that in April last there 
was a suspected case of swine fever at Bamford reported 
to the authorities, and the name of the veterinary sur- 
geon in attendance was sent. The Board of Agriculture 
wrote to Mr. Wainwright, asking him if he had made an 
examination of the animal, and he sent a certificate to 
the effect that he had made a post-mortem examination 
of Mr. William Wheatley’s sow, and in his opinion it had 
died from swine fever. The certificate was viven on 
printed note paper with the heading “Charles Wain- 
wright, veterinary surgeon.” The defendant was liable 





















toa penalty not exceeding £20, but his solicitor had 
written saying the defendant admitted that he had com- 
mitted an offence, pleading, however, that he had no idea 
the Act was in vogue. But the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons could hardly believe that, as it had been 
in force 24 years. It was a very serious case, and had 
given the Board of Agriculture a great deal of trouble. 
Although they did not press it, but the defendant must 
pay the costs of the prosecution and the advocate’s fee 
as well. He had not brought witnesses from London as 
the defendant had promised to plead guilty, but the de- 
fendant had caused a tremendous amount of expense 
and trouble. 

Defendant: I am innocent. I was not aware of it. 

The Bench imposed a fine of 20s. and costs, and also 
ordered him to pay the fee of the prosecuting solicitor. 








THe RESPONSIBILITIES OF STOCK OWNERS FOR DISEASE. 


A CoRRECTION. Mr. Hugh Begg was incorrectly 
reported in being made to say that the anthrax bacillus 
was an aerial one. He said it was not an aerial one. 
He explained that the bacillus required the ogygen of 
the air, along with other things, in order to live and 
fructify, that is, bear spores. The bacillus, and not the 
spores, as stated in the last sentence of his remarks, had 
to have a high temperature to live. He made it clear 
that the spores, once formed, resisted almost all natural 
agencies, and were capable of producing the disease after 
riany years’ exposure in the soil.—TZhe Scottish Farmer. 








OBITUARY. 


Auex Woop, Turriff, Aberdeenshire. 
Graduated, Edin: July, 1884. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 











PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION. 
Sir, 

As an older member of the profession and one who may 
probably have done more for it than Mr. Harold Leeney, I 
do not appreciate the tone of his letter in your issue of last 
week. He seems to forget that each member of the pro 
fession is entitled to have his individual opinion on the sub- 
ject, a large majority I hope are in favour of this movement, 
and very few, if any, will refuse to take advantage of the 
benefits which must accrue from professional represent 
tion in the House of Commons. Mr. Leeney may rejoice at 
the “cold douche ” and adore the tailors of ‘ Tooley Street, 
but I should not think that men of sense would agree with 
him. 

I believe a very large majority are in favour of i 
mentary representation, there are many difficulties to 
overcome, but those difficulties would be greatly lightene® 
and we would assist those who have taken up the —_— 
ifjeach member would for the present content himself by of 
porting to Mr. G. H. Locke whether he is in favour 0 dor 
opposed to, the profession being represented in Parliame® 
by one of its members. — 

I may add that Iam not associated either direct ar 
indirect'y with Lancashire, but as Lancashire has s° eo 
more difficult problems than this one I am sure it can ve 
this one too if the profession will only be loyal to et 
Yours, etc., E. K. ® 
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CoMMUNICATIONS AND PAPERS RECEIVED. — Mew hick 
Eve, W. Jowett, H. Begg, Walter Bugs, ¢ Universs 
E.R. Gibson. E.K.H. The Lawrence Kennedy U 
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Milking Machine. 5 tee 
Live Stock Journal Almanac, The Scottish Far - sttingham 
Durham County Advertiser, The Daily Mail, Th “marke ) 


» ° cep Tames U 
Post, The Yorkshire Post, Pembrokeshire Time (u 


